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2020
CHARLOTTE
CROP HUNGER
WALK
A Highlight of Some of Our Valued Hunger Fighters

A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER
Nothing about 2020 was predicatable or expected and I think
it's safe to say that we were all caught off gaurd by the
devestating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic that swept the
globe. Despite the challenges we faced, as a community of
hunger fighters we were able to rally in support of those most
vulnerable in our area and the world abroad. For the first time
we were unable to have a live, in-person walk and instead
asked each of you to walk on your own and fundraise
donations in new and creative ways. We are so proud that we
were still able to raise $160,000 (as you will see in the report
contained on the last page of this newsletter), placing as the
2nd highest earning walk in the nation. Thank you, thank you,
for your dedication and contributions. We hope you will join us
in celebrating a few of our outstanding members this year!
The following are the awards given this year, as written by
Dave Miller:
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2020
WEENIE
DANIEL
AWARD
SHARON JOHNSONA MIGHTY FORTRESS
LUTHERAN CHURCH

The person and their team
have been involved in the
Charlotte CROP Walk for 36 of
the 42 years we have been
walking.
It began when one of the
youth leaders realized that
hunger was a problem and

The Weenie Daniel Award is

suggested they get involved in

one of Charlotte CROP

feeding those dealing with

Hunger Walk’s most

hunger and they started

distinguished awards. It

walking in the CROP Walk.

began in 1999 and is given in
honor of Frances “Weenie

One of the persons who

Daniel, who was the was the

started walking that year

Church World Service CROP

eventually moved into the role

organizer for over 15 years. It is

of what we now call “Team

meant to honor exceptional

Captain” and she has been

individuals who best

doing it for the past 30 years. In

exemplify their enduring and

her professional life she was

selfless commitment and

involved in programs that

service to the Charlotte CROP

helped those who were “food

Hunger Walk.

insecure” so she was familiar
with the problem.

As we all know this was the
first time that we did not
actually have a walk due to
the coronavirus. She quickly
realized that she needed a
new strategy for raising money
so she started making phone
calls and sending emails to
anyone in the church who had
ever walked and eventually
those that have never walked.
The result was over a 10%
increase over last year.
When asked why she was still
involved she said “it just
became a part of who I am
and is has come a good habit
for me.”
We are pleased to present the
2020 Weenie Daniel Award to
Sharon Johnson, Team Leader
at A Mighty Fortress Lutheran
Church.
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2020
SAM
RYBURN
WALKER
AWARD

The person selected to

BOB CUSHMANSOUTH MECKLENBURG
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

projects. One day he suggested

receive this award this year got
involved in the CROP Walk
early in life. As a
youth in his church in Florida,
he was involved in mission and
outreach
to the group that walking in
the CROP Walk would
be a good way to help people
dealing with hunger….so they

As He was their first
Team Captain and has
remained in that role
ever since. He was also
responsible for
encouraging their
church to increase their
support by becoming a
CROP Sponsor which
they have
done.

The Sam Ryburn Walker

began walking. He was

I believe Sam Ryburn

Award was started in 1994 to

a track runner so walking was

would

honor Charlottean, Sam

not a problem!

agree with our
recommendation!

Ryburn, who for many years,
until his death in 2000, was

When he moved to Charlotte

the highest CROP Walk fund

12 years ago, he saw that the

raiser in the country. He

Charlotte community had a

inspired school children and

very active CROP Walk. When

adults each year to reflect on

he and his family joined South

the CROP mission

Mecklenburg Presbyterian

and to make a special effort

Church, he discovered that

to fight hunger in our

they were not participating

community and around the

in the walk so he got them

world.

started.

We are pleased to
present the
2020 Sam Ryburn
Walker Award to Bob
Cushman, Team
Captain, of the South
Mecklenburg
Presbyterian Church
Team.
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I asked her one time
why
she has stayed involved
in the CROP Walk. She
said
“churches
in general are called to
do outreach mission
work but there is even

2020
LLOYD
LANCASTER
AWARD
MARILYN SCHUSTERST. LUKE'S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

more that
I met this person several
years and was impressed by
their spirit. She showed a lot of

This person is not one

enthusiasm, but the

that is seeking any

biggest impression I had of her

recognition, in fact, she

was a “warm glow” that told

just may feel that she is

me she was happy to
be involved in the walk She
seemed to have that internal

The Lloyd Lancaster Award
is a new award that began
just last year to honor Mr.
Lloyd Lancaster and is
awarded to someone who is
both dedicated and
committed to the success of
the
Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk.
Lloyd passed away a little over
a year ago. His
body was weak but his spirit
was strong, as is the spirit of
this year’s winner.

needs to be done.”

drive that encouraged
her to want to help others.
She has said she in
involved with CROP the more
she sees how it not only helps
those who are served
by Crisis Assistance Ministry,
Second Harvest Food Bank and
Loaves & Fishes
here in our community, but

just
doing what needs to be
done and does not
deserve any. She
realizes that all that has
been done is
because the members
of her church fully
support the work that is
done through
the CROP Walk.
We are pleased to
present
the 2020 Lloyd

also because of the variety of

Lancaster Award to

projects and programs

Marilyn Schuster, Team

that Church World Service

Captain at St.

does throughout the world.

Luke’s Lutheran Church.
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2020
NEW TEAM
AWARD
TEAM KAPPA
GLORIA JONESTEAM CAPTAIN
12 years ago we created an
award called the New Participant
award for the purpose of
recognizing an individual
who was participating in the
CROP Walk for the first time.
With 2020 being a much
different
year we are changing the name
this year to recognize a Team
that was
participating for the first time
and was very successful.
We generally have several
new teams each year, but this
year we were fortunate to have a
new team that
got their membership excited
about joining the CROP Walk.

If I had had asked anyone
at the beginning of the year if one
of those teams would raise as
much as they
did, my guess is that all of us
would have said “no way.” Well,
we all would have been wrong.
There
was one!
That team is one that has
an overall goal of “promoting
excellence in education.” They
have various
projects that focus on both
students and teachers. They work
to support
teachers by finding ways to find
new teachers.
They work on finding ways to
ultimately help students get a
better education. The have even
branched out to help schools in
Africa. They also recognized
there was a desperate need to
help folks who are
dealing with hunger and
poverty.

Each of the 32 members
of
this team are important.
No one is more important
than the other. They are a
Team. But my feeling is
that their Team Captain
provided a lot of spark. I
do
not have time to
enumerate all those ways
but trust me on this one!
This team started out with
a goal of $1,000 but
through the support of all
the members TEAM
KAPPA, a
chapter of the
international organization
of Delta Kappa Gamma,
raised $5,500.
Therefore, we are pleased
to present the 2020 Team
Award to Team Kappa and
to their Team Captain
Gloria Jones for their
outstanding success this
year.
.
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2020
COVID-19
TEAM
AWARD
FRIENDSHIP
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCHTEAM CAPTAINSPATRENA RICE & MARY
ANN HARRINGTON

It was also different this year
since there has been little oneon-one personal contact. A few
teams increased the amount
they raised over the prior year,
some teams were not able to
match the amount they raised
the prior year and a few teams
even were not able to
participate this year. Frankly,

The members of the
church responded
generously to the
increased need. In
addition to
encouraging their
members to contribute
on-line, they
participated in a “drivethrough” for those that
came to not only bring

we expected all of that this

their church tithe, but

year!

added a gift for CROP.

There was one church,

The bottom line is that

and different year.

however, that showed a

this church had a very

remarkable increase in the

significant increase

This is our 42nd year that

amount that they raised from

This is a new award for this
year because in was a new

Charlotte has participated in
the CROP Walk. On each of
those years, with the
exception of 2020, we have
gathered at some central
location as a group and
walked somewhere in the
streets of Charlotte.

the prior year. They were
fortunate to have two
seasoned Team Captains
leading the walk efforts. They
clearly communicated that the
needs were much greater this
year, they even purchased a
large number of CROP shirts to
offer to those who gave and
even to those who did not give.

over last year.
We are pleased to
present the 2020
COVID-19 Team Award
to Friendship
Missionary Baptist and
to their two Team
Captains, Patrena Rice
and Mary Ann
Harrington.
.

MARCH 2021 / JENN SAVAGE

2020
PLAQUE
AWARDED
JENNIFER SAVAGEFORMER WALK
ADMINISTRATOR

Her circumstances changed
such that she felt the need to
resign and all for the right
reasons. Knowing her passion

I have one more person we

for the mission of the CROP

would like to recognize.

Walk, Jennifer has agreed to
become a member of our

In 2018 we were searching for

CROP Planning Team this year

new Walk Administrator. We

so will continue to benefit from

were very fortunate in that we

her input.

knew Jennifer Savage.
Jennifer had assisted in

We are pleased to present this

putting on the Charlotte

plaque to Jennifer Savage.

Hunger CROP Recognition
Awards Dinner in the prior

Jennifer Savage

year. She did a very great job

Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk

and thought we had a good

Serving as the Walk

match for the job.

Administrator
for the past two years and for

After we interviewed her, we

her

were sure we found the right

enthusiasm, her creativity and

match….and we were

for

absolutely right!

being a true team player.

MARCH 2021 / CWS CREAM OF THE CROP AWARDS

