Youth Sunday at South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church
A Service of Worship
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
October 24, 2021, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Live Streamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Glorioso
Youth Ringers

Steve Danyew

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

Lindsey Odom

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP

David Wooley

INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

Kum ba Yah

African American Spiritual
Haley Davis

Bless the Lord and all things, as the Lord is near and hears our prayers.
We give thanks for the Lord’s provisional love and care.
Let us rejoice for all that the Lord has done and continues to do in our world today.
For the Lord is compassionate, forgiving, and has concern for and cares for all
people.
Lets us go out in joy and be led back in peace.

All:

*HYMN

We can rest in the assurance that God will always be with us. Let us worship our
God of love.
Shine, Jesus, Shine

No. 192

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Katie Gravender

Loving God, cleanse us of our sins. Help us to not let worry or anxiety consume us. Forgive
us, O Lord when we are not gentle, caring, or loving. Help us choose to trust in you,
reminding us that we are never alone. Let us be thankful for you. Please open our hearts
and minds to you, O Mighty God. Thank you for loving us even if we do not always love you.
Remind us that there is more than just ourselves in this world. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Addie Brookshire

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Lilly McAnally

1.

Print out and color this reflective coloring page. As you color, imagine Jesus saying to you,
“Don’t worry! It’s me. Do not be afraid.”
2. Make some footprints! Maybe you will make footprints with paint (with adult permission), or
maybe you will go outside and make footprints with water. As you make your footprints, think
about what it would have felt like to be Peter walking on the water towards Jesus.
3. If you have food coloring, cups, and paper towels, you can see how water can “walk.” Fill half of
your cups with water. Put a different color of food coloring in each cup. Fold paper towels in
half twice, and place one end in one cup with water and one end in an empty cup. At the end,
it should look something like this:

After a while, your water will “walk!” What do you notice?
4. Journal, considering the following:
• After taking a leap of faith is it easier to take the next time?
• When was a time you took a leap of faith? Were you scared? Why or why not?
• If you were in the boat, would you have gotten out of the boat if Jesus asked? Why or why
not?
• Why is taking a leap of faith so difficult for us?
• What does faith mean to you?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary, joining the youth
leaders for Children’s Worship. The children will return to join their families during the Affirmation of
Faith.

ANTHEM

Sanctuary
Youth Choir
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,

arr. Lloyd Larson

Pure and holy, tried and true;
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living
Sanctuary for you.
I am a temple, God’s holy temple,
For his spirit lives in me;
Created as a sacred dwelling
Of the most High God!
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Lacey Cook

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 55: 12
Evan Mangels
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall
burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

Philippians 4: 4-7
Evan Mangels
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Matthew 14: 22-33
Samantha Mitchell
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea.
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And
they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid." Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." He said,
"Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord,
save me!" Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "You of little
faith, why did you doubt?" When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
MEDITATION
SPECIAL MUSIC

Chloe Davis
Gabriel’s Oboe
Riley Cornell, oboe; Javier Perez, piano

MEDITATION
SPECIAL MUSIC

Ashton Loftus
Fly Me to the Moon
Xander Case

MEDITATION
SPECIAL MUSIC

Ennio Morricone

Bart Howard

Samantha Mitchell
Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore
Joanna Alford

C. Gabaráin

MEDITATION

Courtney Parrish

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

Addie Brookshire

We believe in our God, our Lord and Savior, maker of heaven and earth. We believe we
should follow in his footsteps and help others as he helped us. No matter how hard the
struggle, God will always be there to guide us, even through the darkest times. We trust in
Jesus, the Son of God, who died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. We trust that
Jesus will lead us and guide us in doing the right things in our daily lives and show us how
to live as faithful disciples. We believe the Holy Spirit is the living spirit of God in our world
today who helps us to do God’s will by pursuing justice, loving others, and walking humbly
with God. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Elizabeth Bartholomew
. . . (unison) “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

We Are Called

No. 749

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Courtney Parrish

*CHORAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE
Having been nurtured in the Word of the Lord, let us respond by offering ourselves to God furthering
God’s ministry in this community and in the world. Please prayerfully consider placing your offering in
the offering boxes as you leave, texting SMPC to 73256, or giving online at:
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Senior Speakers: Chloe Davis, Ashton Loftus, Samantha Mitchell, Courtney Parrish
Special Musicians: Joanna Alford, Xander Case, Riley Cornell, Javier Perez
Youth Liturgists: Elizabeth Bartholomew, Addie Brookshire, Lacey Cook, Haley Davis, Katie
Gravender, Evan Mangels, Lilly McAnally,
Youth Ringers
Youth Choir
Bulletin Cover & Canvas Artists: Haley Davis, Elizabeth Glover, Lilly McAnally, Shay Soderlund
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Logan Graham
Acolytes: Mason Briganti, Dylan Davis
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Kathy Graham
Ushers: Caitlyn Cornell, Logan Elliott, Nate Gravender, Kyle Royster, Shay Soderlund, Emily Tyler,
Evan Williams
Welcome Team: George Elledge, Madison Jenkins, Davis Lee, Elise Ullman
We want to stay connected with you! If you don’t receive our weekly email, sent out on Thursday
mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org.
This email contains information about upcoming worship services and church activities. Also,
check us out on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, Novebmer 28 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy
Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@ smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

Congregational Notes (as of October 21, 2021)
Remember in Prayer
• Jane McElhaney and family, as Jane’s father, H.G. Fisher, has entered the Church triumphant.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
• All those in our congregation and community managing COVID-19.
• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.
All rights reserved.

A brief look into the life of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

Sunday, October 24, 2021
Worship
8:30 a.m. & 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary

Welcome, guests and friends!
What a blessing that God led you to worship with us today!
If you have questions about any of our activities or study opportunities, please see
our weekly email, SMPC Now, at www.smpchome.org.

Let us know you’re here!
Scan the code on the right to sign our digital welcome register.
You may also sign in digitally at www.smpchome.org
or in person at the Welcome Center in the Narthex.

GIVING
2022 Operating Fund Campaign
COMMITMENT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24
Pledge online at www.smpchome.org/give.
OR SCAN HERE
TO PLEDGE

MISSIONS-OUTREACH MINISTRY

SCAN
TO WALK OR
DONATE

SCAN
FOR MAP
& DETAILS

LOOKING AHEAD TO ADVENT GIVING

Back to Basics on Zoom
Mondays, October 25, November 1 & 8, 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m., Zoom

Whether you’re just starting your faith journey or have been on the
journey for a while, we invite you to explore some of the basic tenets of
what we as Presbyterians believe and why. We’ll start with a short video
and move on to discussion. Register on Church Life.
Contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality & Connection, nancy@smpchome.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sign up to HOST one of our
Youth Small Group Dinners
on Sunday, November 14
Groups are divided by grade level and range from 10-20 guests. Cook
at home, order in, or go out; a fun night is guaranteed!

SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTRY

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY
C.A.R.E. (Conversation Around Race Equity)
Sunday, November 14, 4:00 p.m. and Monday, November 15, 12:00 p.m., Zoom

A new C.A.R.E. group will be starting soon!
Upcoming Dates:
Sunday, December 12, 4:00 p.m. & Monday, December 13, 12:00 p.m.
Led by Rev. Whitney Bayer and Rev. Diane Giannola.

SMALL GROUPS & MEET UPS
Food for Thought Book Group
Thursday, November 4, 6:30 p.m., Zoom

Theme: What is Gabriel’s Kindness Day?
Book: Human (Kind): How Reclaiming Worth and Embracing Radical Kindness
Will Bring Us Back Together by Ashlee Eiland. NF.
Contact Kathy Paquette, khesspaquette@aol.com.
If your SMPC Small Group or MeetUp would like to host a ZOOM online meeting, or a
socially-distanced gathering on SMPC's campus, please contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality & Connection, nancy@smpchome.org.
Also, if you are interested in formally joining the SMPC family,

