A Service of Worship
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
November 13, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Prelude on “Kingsfold”

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Marching to Zion

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Douglas Wagner
Dr. Whitney Bayer
Robert Lowry
Elizabeth Gentry

One:
Celebrate and rejoice all you people of Christ,
Many: for the Lord our God is doing a new thing!
Leader: Something new is coming, a different world than the one we know, and we’re the ones to
help make it happen!
Many: So, let us pray for our world that needs new visions and bring God’s message of
hope, justice, love, and peace to all whom we encounter.
Leader: Let us gather together to support and encourage one another,
Many: and to praise God for hope, for new beginnings, and for new possibilities.
ALL:
May God help us to bring about God’s new heaven and new earth through acts of
love towards all.
*HYMN

Today, We All Are Called to Be Disciples

No. 757

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

God of mercy and transformation, we confess to energies spent on self-absorption, leaving
meager enthusiasm for the care of others and insufficient passion to serve you. Yet, your
love remains steadfast in the face of our vanity, having the power to transform our inward
conceits into outward compassion and our apathy into altruism. Create in us a clean heart,
O Lord, and renew a right spirit within us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear us,
God of mercy, as we lift to you the private confessions of our hearts... (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Brown

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Lindsey Odom

1.

Continuing our exploration of worship, today we will talk about the scripture readings. We
believe God’s Word is written within the scriptures. There is usually a reading from both the
Old Testament and the New Testament during our worship service. We use the Revised
Common Lectionary, which is a three-year list of an Old Testament, Psalm, Gospel, or New
Testament reading to help us decide what scripture passages will be read and proclaimed during
worship.
2. Sometimes, it can be frustrating and hard to wait. Other times, it can be exciting, hopeful, and
maybe even fun to wait. Today’s Old Testament passage is from the prophet Isaiah. A prophet
is someone who speaks God’s truth. Isaiah’s words are about a future time when God is going
to do a new and exciting thing in creating a new world that we get to be a part of. But until that
happens, we have work to do.
3. Listen to this read aloud of Uno’s Garden by Graeme Base. This book acknowledges the
brokenness of the past, yet it provides a vision of hope for the future since it depicts a beautiful
place where plants, animals, and people live together in harmony. This aligns perfectly with the
place that God is creating. As you read about this vision of hope for the future where all live in
peace and harmony with one another, think about your role in helping to bring it about.
4. Journal or draw, considering the following:
a. Have you ever had to wait for something you were really excited about?
b. How does it feel when you are waiting for something that you are really excited about? Is it
fun? Exciting? Or maybe frustrating? Hard?
c. Isaiah 65 is full of descriptions that help us know what God’s new heaven and earth will be
like. Identity the things that we learn about God’s new world from this scripture passage
and draw them. Think about what you are looking forward to most.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Lindsey Odom

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
One: And the people say:

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the sermon.

ANTHEM

Have You Heard God's Voice?
Chancel Choir; Joanna Alford, soprano

Frederick Chatfield

Have you heard God's voice; has your heart been stirred?
Are you still prepared to follow?
Have you made a choice to remain and serve,
though the way be rough and narrow?
Will you use your voice; will you not sit down
when the multitudes are silent?
Will you make a choice to stand your ground
when the crowds are turning violent?
Will you walk the path that will cost you much
and embrace God's love and sorrow?
Will you trust in One who entrusts to you the disciples of tomorrow?
Will you watch the news with the eyes of faith
and believe it could be different?
Will you share your views using words of grace?
Will you leave a thoughtful imprint?
In your city streets will you be God's heart?
Will you listen to the voiceless?
Will you stop and eat, and when friendships start,
will you share your faith with the faithless?
We will walk the path that will cost us much
and embrace God's love and sorrow?
Will you trust in One who entrusts to you
the disciples of tomorrow?
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Bayer

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 65: 17-25
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in
it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who
dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be
considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like
the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed
by the Lord— and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet
speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
2 Thessalonians. 3: 6-13
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers
who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did
not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so
that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order
to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command:
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere
busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary
in doing what is right.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Joy and Delight

Dr. Bayer

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

from A Brief Statement of Faith
Dr. Brown
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies
us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
(unison)

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men
to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom,
and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Brown

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

How Could I Ask for More
Laura Hancock, alto

Cindy Morgan

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Lilly McAnally

Siblings in Christ, let us be reminded that we are all part of God’s new heaven and new
earth. Through God’s love for all, we can erase every cultural divide of humanity and create
new possibilities together. Help us, O God, to lead lives that offer our visions of hope, our
words of comfort, our acts of love and justice, and all our resources to help foster a new
heaven and new earth in our midst.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Called As Partners in Christ's Service

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,

No. 761

Dr. Bayer

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Recessional in C

John Dixon

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Elizabeth Gentry, liturgist
Lilly McAnally, liturgist
Chancel Choir
Joanna Alford, soloist
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Wendy Sinclair, Amy Zagora
Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Curt Ireland, Jon Myers
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshiping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on November 20 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of November 10, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Reyn and Debi Wheeler and family as Reyn’s brother, Bruce Wheeler, entered the Church
triumphant on November 7.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

