A Service of Worship
12th Sunday after Pentecost
August 28 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

March on the Old Hundredth Psalm Tune

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Forever and Ever Amen

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
All:
*HYMN

B. Portman
Dr. Whitney Bayer
VBS Participants
Elizabeth Glover

Sing aloud to God our strength.
Shout for joy to the Lord of life.
Blessed be the one holy and living God.
Glory to God forever.
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

No. 366

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

Lord, all that we have is a gift from you, yet we do not live lives of gratitude. We ignore
strangers and turn away from those in need. We seek honor for ourselves and allow
pride to take root in us. Forgive our foolish ways, O God, and restore us to you, that we
may walk in the way of love. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Many:
One:
All:

Rebecca Guzman and Lindsey Odom

God, our encourager, help us to wake each morning ready for the day ahead. Let
us rise with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.
God, who taught us how to be generous with our time and talents, give us hands and feet
to serve you this year.
May we rest, rise, and serve! Amen.

CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

Who’s in and who’s out? For people of all ages, it can be a struggle sometimes to fit in. If you
are starting school this week, or if you’ve been in school for a little while already this year, I
challenge you to make time to notice who seems not to know anybody. Who doesn’t have
anyone to play with at recess or sit with at lunch? Who is new to school? Jesus is very clear in
the parable today that God cares about those who are left out, and as followers of Jesus, we
should too!
2. Listen to the book I’m the Best by Lucy Cousins. What do you think the story about a dog has
to do with our parable for today? Are we supposed to think we’re the best? Is anyone really the
best? What do you think Jesus would say?
3. Here’s a game to try: Think of a person who fits the description of who Jesus said that we should
be inviting. Maybe it is a person who is experiencing homelessness. Maybe it is someone who
is in prison. Perhaps it is an undocumented immigrant. Play 20 questions with at least one other
person and see if they can guess who it is.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. What stands out to you in the passage?
b. How would this story be told today?
c. How would our lives be different if we really did what Jesus asks us to do in the second
parable?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Rebecca Guzman

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn No. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Fanfare and Concertato on
“All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name”
Chancel Choir

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

arr. Paige and Nix

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Proverbs 25: 6-7
Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence or stand in the place of the great; for it is better
to be told, "Come up here," than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
READING FROM THE GOSPELS
Luke 14: 1, 7-14
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on
the sabbath, they were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests chose the places of
honor, he told them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your
host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, "Give this person your place,'
and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, "Friend, move up
higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." He said also
to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you
would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous."
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Amenities

Dr. Brown

Philippians 2: 1-11
Dr. Bayer
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(unison)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

How Majestic Is Your Name
Laura Schelhammer, flute

arr. Joel Raney

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Elizabeth Glover

Creator God, you instill value in each child of your Creation, so may we never assess our
worth as more (or less) than our neighbor. May we dedicate ourselves to the work of
treating all with respect, dignity, and care. Let us be sensitive to those who question their
own value, lifting their spirits while loving all for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Let Us Build a House (stanzas 1-4)
(Confirmands are invited to come forward during the fourth stanza)

No. 301

COMMISSIONING OF THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2023

Lindsey Odom
Lilly McAnally
One: Confirmands, we bless you on your journey, that you will create and discover new ways of
living out what it means to be faithful Christ-followers. We, as members of this church
promise to guide you and nurture you with love and prayer, encouraging you to always know
and follow Christ. Just as we promised you in baptism, we walk alongside you in this journey.
We will be praying for you, that as you go through Confirmation you come to know God

more fully and are able to do God’s mission in the world. We speak this prayer over you:
All: Faithful and loving God, our very presence before you today testifies to your desire to
be in relationship with us. Today, we lift up these Confirmands as they seek a deeper
relationship with you. We pray that they will be bold in their questions, give voice to
their doubts, share the burdens of their challenges, and celebrate their joys. We lift
up their mentors and their families as they continue to nurture these youth. In
response to your love, O God, we commit ourselves to journeying with these
Confirmands, and their mentors and families. May your love continue to light the way
for all of us, together. Amen.
*HYMN

Let Us Build a House (stanza 5)

No. 301

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Toccata on “Hyfrydol”

J. Christopher Pardini

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Chancel Choir
VBS Participants
Laura Schelhammer, flutist
Elizabeth Glover, liturgist
Lilly McAnally, liturgist
A/V Team: Logan Graham, Nicholas White
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Denise Wilcox, Amy Zagora
Ushers: Andy Burke, George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Jim Williams
Welcome Team: Jimmy and Kathy Galati, Donna Brown
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are an

integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents during worship. Here are
some helpful things to know:
• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles!
• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage in worship. Please return
the totes after the service.
• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff who are happy to keep
your infant – three-year-old safe.
• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. The children gather after
the Church Family Moment and return after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the
story interactively and engage with their peers.
• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers who wish to have privacy
while nursing.
• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is more space to move around
if your little one becomes restless.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of
Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of August 25, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Cathy Janney, as she recovers from surgery.
• Students, teachers, administrators, and parents, as they transition to the start of the school year.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
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