A Service of Worship
11th Sunday after Pentecost
August 21, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Reflection

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

Greg Sewell
Dr. Matthew S. Brown

INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Jackson Carpenter

One:
Many:
All:

The Lord will guide you continuously and satisfy your needs in parched places;
you shall be like a watered garden, whose spring never fails.
With thanksgiving and praise, let us worship God.

*HYMN

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

No. 35

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Whitney Bayer

God of justice and love, we confess to you and to each other that we have not offered food
to the hungry or satisfied the needs of the afflicted. We have spoken evil of others and
pointed fingers in blame. We have turned away from you and our community, pursuing
instead our own self-interests. Parched for mercy, we cry out for your help. Forgive us, God,
and teach us your ways, that we may be renewed like a garden freshly watered. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
Rebecca Guzman
1. In today’s scripture, Jesus breaks a rule because healing the woman is more
important than following the rule. In the book Library Lion by Michelle
Knudsen, the lion also breaks a rule because he decides a person is more
important than a rule. Listen to the book and consider why we would tell this
story about Jesus. Are there times when rules should be broken? When?
2. Try entering this story. Stand up and bend over, as if you cannot stand up straight. What would
it be like to go to school this way? How about get dressed, make lunch, or try to talk to other
people? Now stand up straight and stretch. What do you think it was like for the woman when
she was able to stand up straight? What do you think changed for her? Why would Jesus heal
her?
3. Psalm 103 is a psalm of praise. Many of you are going back to school (or have already gone!).
Create a psalm of praise for your summer. Maybe you will use this drawing prayer template and
fill it in with words and pictures.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. When is a time you had to break a rule because a person was more important than the rule?
What was that like? How do you know when a rule needs to be broken?
b. What do you think it was like for the woman before and after she was healed?
c. How can you be a helper this week?
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Alice Elizabeth Roy
daughter of Seth and Jenna Roy, sister of Gabriel and Teddy
Representing the Session: Dean Elledge
BAPTISMAL RESPONSE
Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign,
with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine.
Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came.
Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name.
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s Worship.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 103: 1-8
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits—who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who
redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you
with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. The Lord works
vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the
people of Israel. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
READING FROM THE GOSPELS
Luke 13: 10-17
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there appeared a
woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite
unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set

free from your ailment." When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and
began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on
those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day." But the Lord answered him and said, "You
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and
lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound
for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?" When he said this, all
his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things
that he was doing.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Shaming Jesus Is Not a Good Look

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
Dr. Bayer
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
(unison)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy
Chancel Ringers Small Group

arr. Jason Krug

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

James Martin

Compassionate Lord, your healing presence refuses to be inhibited by our claims of purity
and righteousness, for love shall always eclipse our rules and expectations. May your Spirit
open our eyes in ways that can see beyond our prudence and magnify your love for the sake
of Christ, our Lord. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

We Come to You for Healing, Lord

No. 796

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

arr. Jason D. Payne

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Jackson Carpenter, liturgist
James Martin, liturgist
Chancel Ringers Small Group
Acolyte: Clara Guzman
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Dean Elledge, Dick Engle
Ushers: Bob Cushman, Phil Eatherton, Mary Elledge, Richard Franseen, Brett Thompson, Linda
Thompson
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, August 28 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of August 18, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Students, teachers, administrators, and parents, as they transition to the start of the school year.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
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