A Service of

Worship

9th Sunday after Pentecost
August 7, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

The Love of Jesus Medley

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

arr. Mark Hayes
Dr. Matthew S. Brown

INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
All:
*HYMN

Lilly McAnally

The Lord calls us today to be people of justice and mercy.
The Lord asks that our words of hope become actions of peace.
Thanks be to God who challenges and calls us.
Let our ministry together bring peace and justice.
Let our lives reflect God's love and mercy. Amen.
Earth and All Stars! (stanzas 1, 2, and 4)
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Dr. Whitney Bayer
O God, your call for justice is so clear that we are amazed by how easily we fail to hear you
over the din of daily life. We want to cease to do evil. We want to learn to do good. Yet, we
rarely do all we can to rescue, defend, and plead for those in need. As you have sought us
out, so we seek your pardon. Grant us courage, we pray, as persons, as communities, and
as nations, to bring about the justice you desire. (silence)
One:
Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

Rebecca Guzman

Abraham and Sarah were waiting, waiting, waiting to be parents. They had waited
such a long time. Listen to Waiting by Kevin Henkes and think about how difficult
it is to wait. Why do you think God sometimes wants us to wait? What happens
when we wait?
If you are worshiping from home, take a tour and look for things that you know work, but don’t
understand. Just from my living room couch, I can see my refrigerator, a remote control, and a
tablet. I don’t know how any of those things work, but they do! In this same way, I don’t know
how God works, and I don’t always understand, but I have faith that God is with me.
Color this beautiful picture of Hebrews 11:1 and think about what it means.
Listen for the word “faith” throughout the worship service, and draw a star on your bulletin
anytime you hear it.
Journal, considering the following:
a. How would you define faith?
b. An old adage (not from the Bible) goes like this: Blessed are those who plant trees knowing
that they shall never sit in the shade of their foliage. Why would people do such a thing?
Why would it be a blessing to them?
c. How can we put more of our trust in God?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s
Worship. The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 33: 12-22
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. The
Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all humankind. From where he sits enthroned he watches
all the inhabitants of the earth—he who fashions the hearts of them all, and observes all their deeds.
A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. The war horse
is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save. Truly the eye of the Lord is on those
who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, to deliver their soul from death, and to keep
them alive in famine. Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. Our heart is glad in
him, because we trust in his holy name. Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we
hope in you.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith
our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word
of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible… By faith Abraham obeyed
when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out,
not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised,
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was
barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." All of these died in faith without having received the
promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers

and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

By Faith

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

from A Brief Statement of Faith
Dr. Bayer
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies
us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men
to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom,
and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

In His Presence

Tunney/Wolaver

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Dr. Bayer
Dr. Brown

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise . . .

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE BREAD AND THE CUP
You are invited to come to the tables (see diagram), take the elements, and return to your seats. If
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Dr. Bayer

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

My Lord! What a Morning

No. 352

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

How Firm a Foundation

arr. Cindy Berry

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Lilly McAnally, liturgist
Audrey McConnell, accompanist
A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Sydney Wilcox, Joe Wilcox
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Wendy Sinclair, Steve Williams
Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Dick Engle, Craig Parrish, Donna Podgorny, Carol Watkins, Bob
Williamson
Welcome Team: Michael Choren, Blair Choren, Lina Griffiths
The flowers in worship today are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the upcoming
marriage of Emily Bedsole and Noah Brown.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of August 4, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Charlie Metzler, as he recovers from surgery.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

