A Service of

Worship

4th Sunday after Pentecost
July 3, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCHDr. Matthew S. Brown
INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
All:
*HYMN

Dr. Whitney Bayer

Sing praises to God, O faithful ones.
Give thanks and proclaim God’s holy name.
Weeping or joyful, mourning or dancing,
come as you are, for all are welcome here.
Open your hearts to healing, to life restored.
Let us worship God.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

Source of all that gives us life, we have turned away from your authority to our own small
concerns. Forgive us for our failure to bear one another's burdens, for boasting of anything
but your cross, for believing in our own power to justify our lives, and for denying your
call to take comfort in you alone. Lead us and guide us so that in all we do we may honor
your name. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

In our scripture for today, we are reminded that we should treat every person we meet as a child
of God. In Horton Hears a Who by Dr. Seuss, Horton reminds us that “A person’s a person, no
matter how small.” Check out this amazing animated read-aloud of the book on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUFj9QD6gsI.
2. Do a random act of kindness. Galatians 6 says that when we do good to others, we will feel good
about it! If you are having trouble thinking of a random act of kindness, google it. There are so
many ideas!
3. Print and coloring this page:
https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/e5a618_c8ebcce6e48547b8922fec7928cd2f45.pdf. Make sure
to include a burden in the sack. What are the burdens in your life?
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. What does it mean to bear one another’s burdens?
b. What does it mean that you reap what you sow?
c. What are opportunities you have each day to do good?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s
Worship. The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Proverbs 11:2, 6, 9, 12, 17

When pride comes, then comes disgrace; but wisdom is with the humble.
The righteousness of the upright saves them, but the treacherous are taken captive by their
schemes.
With their mouths the godless would destroy their neighbors, but by knowledge the righteous are
delivered.
Whoever belittles another lacks sense, but an intelligent person remains silent.
Those who are kind reward themselves, but the cruel do themselves harm.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

Galatians 6: 1-10

My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. Bear one
another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing
think they are something, they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work,
rather than their neighbor's work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads.
Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher. Do not be deceived;
God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap
corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So
let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.
So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those
of the family of faith.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“…let us work for the good of all…”

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

Dr. Brown
from The Confession of 1967

Dr. Bayer
The new life takes shape in a community in which people know that God loves and accepts
them in spite of what they are. They therefore accept themselves and love others, knowing
that no one has any ground on which to stand, except God’s grace.
The new life does not release people from conflict with unbelief, pride, lust, and fear. They
still have to struggle with disheartening difficulties and problems. Nevertheless, as they
mature in love and faithfulness in their life with Christ, they live in freedom and good
cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days, confident that the new life is pleasing to
God and helpful to others.
INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Be Still, My Soul
Kyle Gavagan, trumpet

arr. Gary Lanier

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Dr. Brown

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Dr. Bayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise . . .

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE BREAD AND THE CUP
You are invited to come to the tables (see diagram), take the elements, and return to your seats. If
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Dr. Brown

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Eternal Father, Strong to Save

No. 8

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Dr. Brown

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Kyle Gavagan, trumpeter
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Anna Vechnak
Ushers: Jenny Gates, Judy Jones, Linda Nagle Hanson, Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson, David
Wooley
Welcome Team: Laurann Robertson
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our weekly email,
sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship services and
church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram:
@southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, July 24 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of June 29, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Anne Sinclair, Collin and Wendy Sinclair, and their family as Anne’s husband and Collin’s
father, Tommy Sinclair, entered the Church Triumphant on June 23. A Service of Witness to the
Resurrection will be held in our sanctuary on Wednesday, July 6 at 4:00 p.m.
• The family and loved ones of Marge Wood, as Marge entered the Church Triumphant on June
11. A Service of Witness to the Resurrection will be held in our sanctuary on Friday, July 8 at
2:00 p.m.
• Sandy Foltz, as she recovers from surgery.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

