A Service of Worship
15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Partita on “Leoni”

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Come Now, O Prince of Peace

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Alfred V. Fedak
Dr. Matthew S. Brown
Geonyong Lee
Ariana Rhodes

One: Beloved children of God, in petition and prayer…
Many: with holiness and with thanksgiving,
All: we come to worship God.
One: In hope and in humility,
Many: with joy and with concerns,
All: we come to worship God.
One: In faith and in times of doubt,
Many: with questions and with conviction,
All: let us worship God.
*HYMN

The God of Abraham Praise

No. 49

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Whitney Bayer

Gracious and loving God, we find it difficult at times to place our trust in you. Too often we
look at the world, and see only violence, pain, and signs of hopelessness and despair. Too
often we rely on our own strength, our own plans, our own devices, rather than trusting in
your hand to hold us, your love to sustain us, and your wisdom to see us through. Forgive
our hesitation to put our trust in you and grant us courage to serve you and you alone.
(silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
Rebecca Guzman
th
th
1. You might notice that we have some 4 and 5 graders who have begun to stay in worship! I
am taking this opportunity to highlight one part of worship—from beginning to end—each
week. You can see a thorough explanation here. This week, I want to talk about the introit! Next
week, be sure to use the introit as a time to quiet your heart and prepare yourself for worship.
2. Paul is clear in our passage from 1 Timothy that we are to pray for our siblings all over the world.
Visit https://randomcity.net/ and pray for the people in the city that is generated. If you have
time, continue to click “Next City” and pray.
3. Listen to this read aloud of Nutmeg and Barley by Janie Bynum. Paul asks us to see past our
differences to what connects us. Nutmeg and Barley are able to do just that!
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. Why would we need to pray for all people?
b. How should we pray for our leaders?
c. How do we overcome differences?
d. What is our connection with others?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Rebecca Guzman

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn No. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Behold, A Day is Coming
Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Patti Drennan

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 113: 1-6
Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of
the Lord from this time on and forevermore. From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of
the Lord is to be praised. The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. Who
is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
1 Timothy 2: 1-7
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires
everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also
one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a
ransom for all —this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
One: This is the word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Prayer and Promise

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
Dr. Bayer
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
(unison)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Exultation
Chancel Ringers

Matthew Compton

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Xander Case

Loving God, just as Christ gave himself as a ransom for all, equip us to fulfill your will for a
world in which all are treated with justice, love, compassion, and care as your beloved
children. Use these offerings for your kingdom work, as you provide good news, healing
and hope to all people. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

O Lord, You are My God and King

No. 270

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Leisa Lackey

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

The God of Abraham Praise

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Ariana Rhodes and Xander Case, liturgists
Leisa Lackey, Nominating Committee
Chancel Choir

arr. M. Burkhardt

Chancel Ringers
Acolytes: Owen Bickett, Miles Ullman
A/V Team: Logan Graham, Nicholas White
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Kathy Galati, Sydney Wilcox
Ushers: Bob Cushman, Phil Eatherton, Craig Parrish, Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson, David Wooley
Welcome Team: Karen Sandeen, Kennedy Colson, Paxtyn Sandeen
We light candles in worship this morning celebrating the births of:
Wyatt Thomas Day on September 10. Congratulations to parents, Jackie and Jordan Day, and big
brother, JJ!
Cole Rhodes Hardin on September 13. Congratulations to parents, Allie and Chase Hardin, and
grandparents, Lisa and Greg Kohler!
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, September 25 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy
Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of September 15, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

