A Service of Worship
13th Sunday after Pentecost
September 4, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
All:
*HYMN

arr. Dorothy Wells
Dr. Matthew S. Brown
F. C. Atkinson
Dr. Whitney Bayer

O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
God’s love endures forever.
When we cry out in distress, the Lord hears our call.
Praise the Lord who delivers us from sin and death.
Let us worship God!
Lift High the Cross

No. 826

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

Holy God, we confess that we fail to put our trust in you completely. Instead, we calculate
our gains and losses, hoarding the things that do not lead to abundant life. Forgive us, and
help us to treasure only you, that we may follow you faithfully and discover the blessing
only you can give. (silence)
One:Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

Listen to this readaloud of The Story Blanket. Consider how Babba Zarra does what
Jesus asks us to do in the Gospel passage today—she gives up something she has
for the benefit of another. What do you think Jesus may be asking us to give up for
the benefit of another?
2. If you are worshiping from home, you may want to make some sort of cross. You can make a
necklace, a drawing, a cutout, etc. Get creative! Why do Christians claim the symbol of the
cross? What does it mean to carry your cross?
3. Watch the story of Virgil Smith. How did he live out discipleship?
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. What is difficult about following Jesus?
b. What gets in the way of your discipleship?
c. Why is it so hard to give up our “stuff?”
d. What could you do this week to clear some space for Jesus?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Rebecca Guzman

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn No. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Dr. Brown
Psalm 4

Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room when I was in distress. Be gracious
to me, and hear my prayer. How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? How long will you
love vain words, and seek after lies? But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself;
the Lord hears when I call to him. When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, and
be silent. Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord. There are many who say, "O that we
might see some good! Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!" You have put gladness in my
heart more than when their grain and wine abound. I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you
alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

Luke 14: 25-33

Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes to me
and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see
whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, "This fellow began to build and was not able
to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with
twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks
for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all
your possessions.One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Cost

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

The Apostles’ Creed
Dr. Bayer
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Let It Be Said of Us

Steve Fry

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Dr. Brown

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Dr. Bayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise . . .

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE BREAD AND THE CUP
You are invited to come to the tables (see diagram), take the elements, and return to your seats. If
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Dr. Brown

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

No. 718

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Tuba Tune

Carson Cooman

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Chancel Choir
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Tony Castle, Jim Loftus
Ushers: Andrew Brown, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Craig Parrish, Nancy Parrish, David Wooley

Welcome Team: Michael Choren, Blair Choren, Lina Griffiths
A Congregational Meeting will be held at the close of the 10:10 a.m. worship service on Sunday,
September 18 for the purpose of electing elders and deacons.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are an
integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents during worship. Here are
some helpful things to know:
• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles!
• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage in worship. Please return
the totes after the service.
• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff who are happy to keep
your infant - three year old safe.
• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. The children gather after
the Church Family Moment and return after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the
story interactively and engage with their peers.
• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers who wish to have privacy
while nursing.
• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is more space to move around
if your little one becomes restless.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, September 25 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy
Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of August 31, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Ron Morgan, as he recovers from surgery.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

