A Service of Worship
19th Sunday after Pentecost
October 16, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Rhosymedre

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
MOMENT FOR MISSION

Ralph Vaughan Williams
Dr. Whitney Bayer
Lisa Kuszmar

INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Ben Bickett

One:
Many:
One:
Many:

We’ve come together as God’s people, eager to worship.
God teaches us and blesses us, so that we might respond in love.
We are all called to go and share Christ’s love with the world.
Pouring out praise, we celebrate our covenantal relationship with God and with
everyone gathered here today.
One: Joining hearts, let us respond to all that God offers us today and forevermore.
Many: In gratitude, we look for God’s teaching, drawing us to right living and peace and
justice for all.
All:
For we are all God’s beloved children, the stewards whom God has selected to care
for the world. AMEN.
*HYMN

Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!

No. 839

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

Loving God, whose mercy unfailingly eclipses our doubts, we acknowledge before you a
fragility of faith that allows insecurity too much room to grow. Forgive us for giving up and
giving in when disillusionment seems so much easier than faith. Forgive us for our failure
to trust your faithfulness; a failure that only fuels our distrust of others. Restore within us,
O God, an awareness of your fidelity, a hope for every tomorrow, and the strength to never
give up the pursuit of what is good and just. In the silence, O Lord, hear our private
confessions... (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Brown

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Lindsey Odom

Continuing our exploration of worship, today we will talk about the first hymn. During this
hymn, we stand and sing a joyful song to praise God. The hymn reminds us of God’s greatness,
love, majesty, and goodness.
Listen to this read aloud of Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems. This book explores questions about
our use of language and how we communicate with one another. Have you ever had trouble
communicating something to someone? What made it difficult? How did you solve the
communication problem?
Our scripture passage today recounts the story of a woman who needed something important.
She repeatedly went to a powerful judge and asked him for it, but he would not listen to her.
Nonetheless, the woman was persistent and did not give up. Through this story, God teaches
us that we should be like the woman and not give up when we are praying for the help we need.
God reassures us that God is always present and hears our prayers and responds to them.
Think about some things that you can talk to God about in prayer. Cut up several strips of multicolored paper. Write names or draw people or specific things that you would like to pray for.
You can decorate the papers if you want. Then, link the strips together using tape, glue, or
staples and form a prayer chain.
Roll construction paper into a cone shape with one small and one large opening to make a
megaphone. This represents how God always hears us and wants us to come to God with our
prayer requests.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Lindsey Odom

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Offertory
Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano

John Ness Beck

With what shall I come before the Lord,
And bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings,
Shall I come before Him with yearling calves?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
With ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I give Him my firstborn for my transgressions,
The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
He has shown you, O man, what is good.
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice
And to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Bayer

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Jeremiah 31: 27-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of Israel and the house of
Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. And just as I have watched over them to
pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to build
and to plant, says the Lord. In those days they shall no longer say: "The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge." But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of
everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set on edge. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the Lord," for they shall
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity,
and remember their sin no more.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
Luke 18: 1-8
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, "In a
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there
was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, "Grant me justice against my opponent.' For a
while he refused; but later he said to himself, "Though I have no fear of God and no respect for
anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually coming.' " And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes,
will he find faith on earth?"
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Persistent Faith

Dr. Bayer

The Apostles’ Creed
(unison)
Dr. Brown
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Brown

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Be Thou My Vision

Paul Manz

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Colin Lee

Gracious God, as we gather today to celebrate your love and creation, keep us mindful that
we are all part of your created order, meant to care for the world and all the people in it.
Prepare us to work for you in ministries of peace, justice, and love for all. Help us to be the
kind of disciples that serve you faithfully. We ask these things in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Be Thou My Vision

No. 450

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Bayer

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Postlude in D

Healey Willan

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Ben Bickett, liturgist
Colin Lee, liturgist
Chancel Choir

Ann Carney, organist
Blythe Kinsey, pianist
Acolyte: Daniel Lee
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Joanna Alford
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Jim Loftus
Ushers: Dick Engle, Richard Franseen, Judy Jones, Linda Nagle Hanson, Brett Thompson, Bob
Williamson
Welcome Team: Kathy & Jimmy Galati, Jack Hess
The flowers in worship today are given by Kathy Yeager to the glory of God and in loving memory
of Kathy’s husband, Rick Yeager, and father, Robert Dobbins.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are an
integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents during worship. Here are
some helpful things to know:
• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles!
• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage in worship. Please return
the totes after the service.
• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff who are happy to keep
your infant – three-year-old safe.
• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. The children gather after
the Church Family Moment and return after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the
story interactively and engage with their peers.
• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers who wish to have privacy
while nursing.
• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is more space to move around
if your little one becomes restless.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of October 13, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

