A Service of Worship
18th Sunday after Pentecost
October 9, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Variations on Aurelia
II. Trio, IV. Pastorale

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
MOMENT FOR MISSION
INTROIT

One:
All:
*HYMN

Dr. Matthew S. Brown
Greg Hobby

As a Child Rests

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Janet Linker

Christopher Walker
Savannah Brown

Give thanks to the Lord with your whole heart.
Great are the works of the Lord!
Prepare your hearts to receive God’s abundant blessings.
God continues to give us great gifts of love, mercy, hope, justice and peace for all
God’s people.
Open our hearts and minds, O Lord, to be ready to receive all that you have to offer and
respond in a manner of thanksgiving and gratitude.
For great is our God and greatly to be praised. Amen!
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

No. 645

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Whitney Bayer

God of mercy and grace, we are meant to praise you and give thanks to you always. We
confess that we do not live out of constant gratitude. We harbor resentment for what we
lack. We blame you; we blame others. We doubt your compassion, even your power. We
find it hard to give ourselves to you, or to others, in generous expressions of gratitude and

praise. Forgive us, we pray. Heal and restore us so that we may return to you with a right
spirit. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

Continuing our exploration of worship, today we will talk about the Call to
Worship. The Call to Worship is generally a short reading that helps us know
it’s time to worship! The Call to Worship is usually responsive (the leader reads,
then the congregation responds) to represent the way that God calls to us, and
we respond. At SMPC, the Call to Worship will often give you a hint about the
Scripture of the day.
2. In the Gospel reading, ten men are healed of leprosy, but only one of them returns to Jesus to
say thank you. Make a list of ten good things, people, events, or activities you consider gifts
from God. If you are worshiping in person, you can use the notes portion of your bulletin.
During the offertory, pray and thank God for these gifts.
3. If you are worshiping from home, or if you want to talk about the story later, this is a great story
to act out! If you don’t have ten people, recruit some dolls or stuffed animals to be men with
leprosy. You can tie cloth on your arms, legs, hands, etc. to represent the bandages. Let Jesus
touch each leper to heal them, and be joyful! Make sure one leper returns to Jesus to thank him.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. Why do you think the lepers took the risk to come near to Jesus, even though they were
supposed to stay far away from people?
b. Why did Jesus send the men to the priest?
c. Why do you think only one man returned to say thank you? Do you always remember
gratitude?
d. Does it matter more for us to say thank you, or to feel grateful?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Rebecca Guzman

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Come to Me
Dan Forrest
Chancel Choir; Jill Deanne Fung, cello; Collin Sinclair, soloist; Ann Carney, piano

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 111
Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the upright,
in the congregation. Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them. Full of
honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. He has gained renown by his
wonderful deeds; the Lord is gracious and merciful. He provides food for those who fear him; he is
ever mindful of his covenant. He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the
heritage of the nations. The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.
They are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. He sent
redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good
understanding. His praise endures forever.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
Luke 17 :11-19
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he
entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, "Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the
priests." And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked
him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine,
where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?"
Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well."
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

On the Margins of Thanks

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
(unison)
Dr. Bayer
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

It Is Well With My Soul
Jill Deanne Fung, cello

arr. David Abramsky

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Natalie Guy

Gracious God, in the midst of continual change and uncertainty, it is you who remains
steadfast in your love for us. For you, O God, are continually creating something new – a
new heaven and a new earth. Each day offers a newness of faith, hope and love. Remind us
that we are all part of your new creation, meant to bring justice and joy to all. Open our
lives, O God, and help us work for you in this world so that all may come to know and
experience your abundant love and blessings.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Great God of Every Blessing

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.

No. 694

Dr. Brown

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Variations on Aurelia
I. Introduction and Hymn, III. Trumpet Tune, V. Finale

Janet Linker

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Savannah Brown, liturgist
Natalie Guy, liturgist
Chancel Choir
Jill Deanne Fung, cellist
Ann Carney, pianist
A/V Team: Logan Graham, Nicholas White
Deacon/Elder of the Day: David Wooley
Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dick Engle, Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson, MaryKatheryne Zagora
Welcome Team: Jennifer and Kasia Hurlburt
In lieu of flowers in worship today, a donation has been made to our Sanctuary Fund to the glory
of God and in memory of Dick Kruse by Marge Kruse.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of October 6, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Ron, Caroline and Ben Stephany and their family, as Amanda Stephany entered the Church
triumphant on September 30.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

