A Service of Worship
17th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
October 2, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Come, Let Us Eat

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

arr. J. Wayne Kerr
Dr. Matthew S. Brown

God Is Here Today
Sandra Carr, soprano

Raúl Galeano

First time - soloist; second time – choirs; third time – congregation

God is here today; as certain as the air I breathe,
As certain as the morning sun that rises,
As certain when I sing you’ll hear my song.
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Dr. Whitney Bayer

One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
All:

Around the world people gather to break bread.
We gather with them in heart and mind.
Around the world people gather to pour wine.
We gather with them, we join together in unity.
Around the world the Banquet of God is prepared.
We, who share in the banquet, come eagerly to be fed.
Let us worship together, let us share God’s bounty.

*HYMN

Come, Behold! the Feast of Heaven

No. 511

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

Almighty God, you have called us to one table, but we have pursued our own course. You
have promised us the abundance of all creation, but in our greed, and in our envy, the world
goes without. You have promised us the bread of life itself, but in our pride, and in our
arrogance, the world goes hungry. You have promised us the waters of peace and justice,
but in our violence, and in our discord, the world goes thirsty. And now we are famished,
too, O Lord. Have mercy on us. Forgive us, again. Transform us at your table this day and
send us out as servants of your righteousness, by the power of your Son, our Lord. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

Dr. Bayer
Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Lindsey Odom

1.

Continuing our exploration of worship, today we will talk about the Sacrament of Communion.
During communion, Jesus invites all of us to his table, a table that is prepared to remind us how
much God loves us and provides for us. This Sunday is World Communion Sunday, when people
from all over the world and of many different cultures will take communion. World
Communion Sunday reminds us we are all members of the Christian family, and Jesus invites
all.
2. Here is a reflective coloring page. As you color, remember that we are one body of Christ and
all are invited to come and eat and drink together at the Communion table.
3. In our scripture today, Paul is encouraging Timothy because he has been given the task of telling
others about Jesus Christ and sharing the good news of the Gospel! Paul tells Timothy to use
the gifts that God gave him. Like Timothy, we are called to spread the good news of the Gospel
and of Jesus Christ by living out our faith and proclaiming it, especially to those closest to us.
Draw a picture of how you would proclaim the gospel and your faith to those closest to you.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. What does Paul urge Timothy to do with God's gifts? What are some of the gifts that God
gave to you?
b. In what ways do Paul and Timothy serve as an example for us, especially in our walk of faith?
c. Think about the best meal you have ever had. What made this meal so special? How is it
similar to and different from Communion?
d. What are some ways that you can remember that we are all part of God’s family when you
take Communion?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Lindsey Odom

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn No. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ arr. Robert Hobby
Chancel Choir; Charles Smith, steel drums; Joanna Alford, congas
Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken; the wine is poured; Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again;
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Christ is able to make us one; at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live, to bless, love in word and in deed express.
Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) everywhere!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Habakkuk 2: 1-4

I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he
will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. Then the Lord answered me and
said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For there is still a vision
for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will
surely come, it will not delay. Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous
live by their faith.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

2 Timothy 1: 1-14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ
Jesus, To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus
our Lord. I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see
you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I
remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of selfdiscipline. Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace
was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for
this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust,
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the
standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

An Inheritance of Trust

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

Dr. Brown

The Nicene Creed
Dr. Bayer
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Ubuntu
Youth Choir; Charles Smith, percussion

arr. Mark Hayes

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Dr. Brown

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Dr. Bayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise . . .

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE BREAD AND THE CUP
You are invited to come to the tables (see diagram), take the elements, and return to your seats. If
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Dr. Brown

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Rise, O Church like Christ Arisen

No. 536

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Amen, We Praise Your Name
South African traditional

arr. Edwin T. Childs

Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
Tanzanian traditional

arr. Edwin T. Childs

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Chancel Choir
Youth Choir
Charles Smith and Joanna Alford, percussionists
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Joanna Alford

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Denise Wilcox, Kara Guy
Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Curt Ireland, Linda Nagle Hanson, Carol Watkins
Welcome Team: Michael Choren, Blair Choren, Lina Griffiths, Laurann Robertson
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are an
integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents during worship. Here are
some helpful things to know:
• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles!
• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage in worship. Please return
the totes after the service.
• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff who are happy to keep
your infant - three year old safe.
• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. The children gather after
the Church Family Moment and return after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the
story interactively and engage with their peers.
• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers who wish to have privacy
while nursing.
• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is more space to move around
if your little one becomes restless.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, October 23 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of September 29, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Kim Dracon, as she recovers from surgery.
• All those affected by the recent hurricanes.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

