A Service of Worship
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Commitment Sunday
October 30, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Fantasie on “Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott”

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
MOMENT FOR MISSION
INTROIT

Paul Fey
Dr. Whitney Bayer
Michael Choren

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness

*CALL TO WORSHIP

James K. Manley
Emery Hicks and Elise Ullman

One: O God, you have seen us and known us from before the beginning.
Many: We come with overflowing hearts and gratitude.
One: For we are called to bring a new hope in Christ Jesus: that God provides us with rest,
renewal, and new life.
Many: In our renewed lives, let us worship God with peace and justice, even as we sing and
pray.
One: Let us remember that we are called to follow God’s commandments and God’s law always.
Many: The Law of God is to love God and to love one another.
One: Go into God’s world, aware of God’s call in your life and lean on the power of the Holy Spirit
to give you courage and strength.
ALL: May God’s peace, love, joy, hope, and justice flow through us to others, in God’s
name.
*HYMN

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

No. 275

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

You are righteous, O God, and your law is truth. Yet we struggle to be faithful and daily fail
to live lives of justice and mercy. Forgive us gain, O God; keep covenant with us, as you have
promised, and soothe our aching souls, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. (silence)

One:

Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

As we continue in our worship exploration, today we explore the Assurance of God’s Grace and
Response of Praise. We have the assurance that we are continually being made new into the
image of Christ, and the Assurance of God’s Grace reminds us of it. In Christ, we have the power
to work with God’s Spirit who is constantly making all things good. Because the assurance of
pardon in Christ is such good news, we’ve got to respond to the message of God’s love with joy
and thanksgiving. So next Sunday, when you sing the response of praise, try singing it with great
joy!
2. Kathryn Otoshi’s Draw the Line illustrates the power of forgiveness to repair relationships.
Watch this video of the wordless book. Notice what happens to the boys when they argue. What
happens to us when we argue with one another? How do they make it right?
3. If you are worshiping from home, light a candle! Consider how the Holy Spirit is like a fire. Here
is a quotation from Rachel Held Evans that might reveal different meanings to different ages.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. How do you feel when the worship leader assures you of your forgiven-ness? Why do you
think we remind ourselves of God’s forgiveness both before and after the confession?
b. Is it easier for you to accept forgiveness or to offer it? Why do you think that is?
c. How is the Holy Spirit like a consuming fire?
d. What does it mean to you to rest, rise and serve?
ANTHEM

Serve the Lord with Gladness
Chancel Choir; Children's Choirs; Blythe Kinsey, piano

Rollo Dilworth

Serve the Lord. Serve the Lord with gladness. Serve Him with gladness.
Come before His presence with singing, glorious singing.
Praise the Lord, O praise ye the Lord.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Know that the Lord is God: it is He that hath made us.
We are the sheep of His pasture.
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and praise:
Give thanks and bless His name.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen!
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

Dr. Bayer

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 58: 3-14
"Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, you
serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel
and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice
heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head
like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the
Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and
not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your
healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be
your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will
say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of
evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall
rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and
satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall
raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the
restorer of streets to live in. If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, from pursuing your own
interests on my holy day; if you call the sabbath a delight and the holy day of the Lord honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
then you shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; I
will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
Hebrews 12: 28-29
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which
we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a
consuming fire.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Sabbath:
Rest, Rise, Serve

Dr. Brown

A Declaration of Faith, Chapter 10.5
(unison)
Dr. Bayer
Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle. The people of God have often misused God's
promises as excuses for doing nothing about present evils. But in Christ the new world has
already broken in and the old can no longer be tolerated. We know our efforts cannot bring
in God's kingdom. But hope plunges us into the struggle for victories over evil that are
possible now in the world, the church, and our individual lives. Hope gives us courage and
energy to contend against all opposition, however invincible it may seem, for the new

world and the new humanity that are surely coming. Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from
the beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Clap Your Hands!
Children's Choirs

Jeff Reeves

Clap your hands all you people! Shout to God with a voice of praise!
Clap your hands all you people! Serve the Lord and rejoice today!
Holy, holy, holy is the mighty Lord! Holy, holy, holy is God’s name!
Clap your hands all you people! Serve the Lord and rejoice today!
Today we commit our pledges and our lives to the service of Christ through this place.
As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Miles Ullman

Creator God, you granted us your unconditional love and grace before we were even born.
We were created and called into existence in a spirit of love. Open our hearts to extend
God’s love to all we encounter. Nurture within us a will to serve. Bless us with your presence
and your powerful justice, and liberation for all, for we ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

The Church of Christ in Every Age

No. 320

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Toccata

Gaston Belier

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Emery Hicks, liturgist
Elise Ullman, liturgist
Miles Ullman, liturgist
Chancel Choir
Children’s Choirs
Blythe Kinsey, pianist
Acolyte: Miles Ullman
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Anna Vechnak, Dick Engle
Ushers: Andrew Brown, Curtis Guy, Linda Nagle Hanson, Craig Parrish, Jim Williams, David
Wooley
Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia Hurlburt
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshiping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of October 27, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

