A Service of Worship
5th Sunday after Pentecost
July 10, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Darwall's Fantasia: II. Aria

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

John S. Dixon
Dr. Whitney Bayer

INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
All:

*HYMN

Alec White

Gather us in, Lord, and hear our prayers.
We have come to this place in need of healing and hope.
Gather us in, Lord, and heal our spirits.
We come here seeking guidance and strength.
Gather us in, Lord, and open our hearts to receive your word.
Open our hearts, our spirits, our souls to comprehend your word and follow you
faithfully. Amen.
Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!

No. 305

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

Holy God, we are your sons and daughters, descendants of the God most high, yet we do
not behave to honor you and our actions belittle the love you have for us. We do not uphold
the poor or the oppressed. We do not commit to efforts to rescue the weak and needy.
Instead of seeking mutual welfare and the common good, we seek our own gain. We allow
differences to divide us and lead to brokenness. Holy God, forgive us. Restore in us, and in
our life together, the divine image you intend. We pray to be one with you and one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

Scan the QR code to go to my virtual office with some more ideas on
extending worship!
2. In the Colossians passage, we are reminded to pray for one another. The five
finger prayer is a great way to pray for ourselves and others. Here is a link to
a printable you can use.
3. Did you know that Psalm 25 was originally written as an acrostic? Here is a
link to the New Jerusalem Bible which translates it as one. Either on your own
paper or on the notes page on the back of the bulletin, do your own acrostic! We’ve got you
started…
Adoration is what we have for you, our God
Because you are with us always.
Creator of all, we rejoice in your creation!
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. Is it hard to be patient and keep doing good?
b. What does it mean to be filled with God’s knowledge?
c. What does it mean to bear fruit?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s
Worship. The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 25: 1-10
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not
let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be
ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day
long. Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for your goodness' sake, O Lord! Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs
sinners in the way. He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. All the
paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his
decrees.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
Colossians 1: 1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the saints and faithful
brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. In our
prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your
faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for
you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come
to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among
yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. This you learned
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, and
he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have
not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be
made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to
endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you
to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness

and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Fruitful

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
Dr. Bayer
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
(unison)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

If I Can Help Somebody

Alma Androzzo

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Alec White

Generous God, the fruit of our lives is that which you have sewn, watered, fed, and
produced through the love of Jesus Christ and the work of your Spirit. Therefore, it is in
gratitude that we offer these gifts to you in the hope that love may grow in this place and
throughout your kingdom, for the sake of Christ our Lord. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

No. 700

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Darwall's Fantasia
I. Praeludium, IV. Toccata

John S. Dixon

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Alec White, liturgist
Acolytes: Adeline Bayer, Oliver Bayer
A/V Team: Logan Graham, Nicholas White
Deacon and Elder of the Day: Kari Wooley, Dean Elledge
Ushers: Don Ayers, Andy Burke, Mitchell Davis, Richard Franseen, Alice Tyler, Bob Tyler, Sr.
Welcome Team: Derek, Leanne, Derek, Jake, and Kyle Royster
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Tommy Sinclair by his family.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our weekly email,
sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship services and
church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram:
@southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, July 24 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of July 7, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Meg, Kemp and Margaret Garand and their family as Scott Garand entered the Church
Triumphant on July 1.
• Our high school youth and chaperones, as they will spend the week at Montreat Youth
Conference.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

