A Service of

Worship

6th Sunday after Pentecost
July 17, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Aria Dolce

Greg Sewell

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCHLindsey Odom
INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
All:

*HYMN

Clara Guzman

We come to Worship, seeking your presence, O God.
Let us gather in spirit and truth to worship the Holy One!
For in the mystery of our universe, you created heaven and earth,
and reconciled all things to you, in and through Christ.
So, we stand before you,
steadfast in the faith, hope, and love promised by Jesus Christ. Amen!

Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!

No. 839

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Lindsey Odom

Christ Jesus, you dwell among us – the Word-made-Flesh whom eyes long to see, the True
Light, who illumines our path, and the Image of the Invisible God, who reflects the fullness
of God’s grace. You dwell among us, Jesus, but our eyes fail to perceive your presence. For our
failure to see, and for our reluctance to seek you in all things, forgive us, O Christ. Open
our eyes and illumine our minds, that we might reflect the Light of the World, and draw
others toward the fullness of your grace. And, as we watch, help us to see you, O Christ.
(silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Lindsey Odom

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

Scan the QR code to go to my virtual office with some more ideas on extending
worship!
2. The passage from Colossians sounds a little complicated, but Paul is really
making six points, as listed below (these come from Carolyn C. Brown on the
Ministry Matters website). What does each one mean to you?
• Christ is God made visible.
• Christ was there during and before creation.
• Christ's main job is making friends between God and people.
• Christ was raised from death.
• Christ is in charge of the church.
• Christ lives and works in each of us. (Paul is an example of this.)
2. What are some hymns you know by heart? Paul was quoting a hymn in Colossians 1, but he is
also changing it as he goes along! Think of some hymns you know by heart and sing a few in
the car on the way home or as a meal blessing this week.
3. Journal, considering the following:
• Jesus is God we can see. What does that mean? Can we still see Jesus?
• How would you describe Jesus to someone who had never heard of him?
• How can you, like Paul, be an example of Christ?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s
Worship. The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
Colossians 1: 15-28
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and
on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all

things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. And you
who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly
body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—
provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from
the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under
heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake,
and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that
is, the church. I became its servant according to God's commission that was given to me for you, to
make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that
we may present everyone mature in Christ.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

All Things

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
(unison)
Lindsey Odom
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lindsey Odom

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
Chancel Ringers

arr. Jason W. Krug

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Clara Guzman

Gracious God, may these gifts meet the needs before us, the community around us, and the
call within us. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN

God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me

No. 543

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Blessed Assurance

arr. Matthew H. Corl

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Clara Guzman, liturgist
Chancel Ringers
Acolyte: Landon Gwyn
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Joanna Alford
Deacon and Elder of the Day: Denise Wilcox, Steve Williams
Ushers: Andrew Brown, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dick Engle, Mary Katheryne Zagora
Welcome Team: Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson, Kathy Rasimas
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our weekly email,

sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship services and
church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram:
@southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, July 24 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of July 14, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Bill Amacher, as his wife, Nancy, entered the Church Triumphant on July 9.
• Kathleen Bearse, as her son, Christopher Watson, entered the Church Triumphant on July 10.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

Church Office Hours:
Mon. – Thurs., 9:00 – 5:00; Friday, closed
Church office: 704-544-0404
Preschool office: 704-544-9831
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
matt@smpchome.org
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
whitney@smpchome.org
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
zach@smpchome.org
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation rebecca@smpchome.org
Nancy Metzler, Dir. of Hospitality & Connection
nancy@smpchome.org
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
lindsey@smpchome.org
Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications
cheryl@smpchome.org
Steve Stevenson, Property Administrator
steve@smpchome.org
Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool carol.watkins@smpchome.org
Mary Katheryne Zagora, Business Administrator mkzagora@smpchome.org
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