A Service of Worship
Transfiguration of the Lord
February 27, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Live Streamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Festival Prelude on “Thaxted”
Kyle Gavagan, trumpet

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

D. H. Pettit

Rev. Whitney Bayer
Shine on Me
Youth Choir

arr. Rollo Dilworth

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
The Lord reigns.
Many: Let the nations tremble.
One:
The Lord reigns.
Many: Let them praise God’s holy name.
One:
The Lord reigns.
Many: Let the peoples rejoice in awe and wonder.
One:
The Lord reigns.
All:
Let them shout in exaltation!

Rev. Bayer

*HYMN

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

No. 12

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Rev. Bayer

Lord, you call us to draw near, yet we fail to hear your voice. We sleepwalk through life,
ignoring the needs of people all around us and worrying about our own desires. Forgive us:
when we shut out the call to climb into your presence; when we make excuses to put off
that journey. Have mercy on us, O Lord, as we open our hearts and confess our sins. Hear
our pleas, O God, and lift us to newness of life. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Rev. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman and Courtney Parrish

1.

My friend Courtney is here to help me talk to you about Ash Wednesday. If you have not been
to Ash Wednesday worship before, make sure to listen. You can print this coloring page.
2. Today’s scripture is about how God helps us to see things with “God lenses.” For example, where
we might see a kid sitting alone at recess, and God might see an opportunity to be a friend. We
might see someone who doesn’t have enough to eat, and God might see a reason for us to share
what we have. Listen to this hymn, and pray to ask God to help you see with God lenses this
week.
3. When Moses came down from the mountain, after seeing God, he was shining! Here is a picture
of what an artist thinks he might have looked like. We don’t get shiny faces when we talk to
God, but we can let our lights shine in different ways. Draw a picture of yourself with a shiny
face and think about how you could let your light shine.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. I wonder what Moses was thinking and feeling as he traveled up and down the mountain…
b. I wonder why Moses put a veil on his face…
c. I wonder if Moses felt any different when his face was shining…
d. I wonder if other people look different after they have a powerful experience with God…
e. I wonder if you can remember a time you felt you were in God’s presence…
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s
Worship. The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Siyahamba
Chancel Choir

arr. Ruth Morris Gray

Siyahamba kukah nyeni kwen khos!
We are marching in the light of God!
Siyahamba is a South African freedom song about fighting oppression and finding hope through
solidarity. In South African culture, the word “we” includes the living and the dead. In African
traditional society, those who have died are still with us, and their witness may influence the actions
of the living.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Dr. Matthew S. Brown
Exodus 34: 29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of
the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been
talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining,
and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of
the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came
near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai.
When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went
in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he
came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of
Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until
he went in to speak with him.

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

2 Corinthians 3: 12-4: 2

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over
his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But
their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old
covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all
of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord,
the Spirit. Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose
heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to
falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience
of everyone in the sight of God.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC

Unveiled
Rondo Jubilee
Chancel Ringers

Dr. Brown
Brenda Austin

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
(unison)
Rev. Bayer
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rev. Bayer

. . . (unison) “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain (stanzas 1-4)

No. 193

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain (stanza 5)
POSTLUDE

Fantasia on ‘King of Kings’

No. 193
Ralph Simpson

Having been nurtured in the Word of the Lord, let us respond by offering ourselves to God furthering
God’s ministry in this community and in the world. Please prayerfully consider placing your offering in
the offering boxes as you leave, texting SMPC to 73256, or giving online at:
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Courtney Parrish, Elder
Kyle Gavagan, guest musician
Chancel Choir
Chancel Ringers
Youth Choir
A/V Team: Kari Case, Sydney Wilcox
Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Linda Hanson, Craig Parrish, Brett & Linda Thompson, and David Wooley
The flowers in worship this morning are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of the
commissioning of Cindy Fisher as Commissioned Pastor of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church by
Kim and David McPhail.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! Whether you are joining us in person or
online, whether you are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are
glad that you are worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive
our weekly email, sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality
and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship
services and church activities. Also, check us out on Facebook and Instagram:
www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian; @southmeckpres.
Music for the organ has historically been written primarily by composers of European descent.
However, many composers of African American heritage have made their mark on the world of the
organ, but their music is not widely performed. In celebration of Black History Month, an organ
composition by an African American composer will be played in worship each Sunday in February.

Congregational Notes (as of February 24, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Kay Dano, as she recovers from surgery.
• Bob Slaughter, as he recovers from surgery.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
• All those in our congregation and community managing COVID-19.
• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.
All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

Sunday, February 27, 2022
Welcome, guests and friends!
What a blessing that God led you to worship with us today!
If you have questions about any of our activities or study opportunities, please see
our weekly email, SMPC Now, at www.smpchome.org.

Let us know you’re here!

Scan the code on the right to sign our digital welcome register.
You may also sign in digitally at www.smpchome.org
or in person at the Welcome Center in the Narthex.

LENT

Taizé Worship: Tuesdays During Lent
6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Chapel

(March 15 - April 12)
Taizé is a monastic community located in Taizé, France that is known for their
contemplative style of worship. Filled with repetitive sung prayer, silence, and readings
from scripture, these services are simple, yet extremely meaningful and centering. The
founders of the Taizé community incorporated this use of meditative worship as a way
to bring persons of all faith backgrounds together.

Contemplative Practices for Adults
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., (March 15-April 12)
McQueen Room
Mother Teresa once said, "God speaks in the silence of the heart." But
how do we know how to silence our hearts and begin to listen? In this six
week course, participants will be given tools for contemplative
practices and time for silence and prayer. You may wish to join the
contemplative Taizé Worship service at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel before this
course. Rebecca Guzman will lead this time together.

Please join us for
The Presbytery of Charlotte
Commissioning Service
for
Cindy Fisher
Today at 4:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary
Reception to follow.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTRY

MISSIONS-OUTREACH MINISTRY
Join us in delivering bread to our neighbors!
Every Thursday, an organization called The Food Recovery
Group, drops off day-old bread items from Panera to SMPC.
SMPC delivers the bread to our neighbors at the Dilworth Soup
Kitchen. Volunteers are needed to deliver the bread on Friday
mornings. Student volunteers may contact Lisa Gilleland at
LSC13@cornell.edu for service hours submissions.
To volunteer to deliver bread, visit www.smpchome.org/community, and
click on the sign-up link.

Sign up to provide desserts at
www.smpchome.org/community.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY
A Caregiver’s Journey
Tuesday, March 8, 1:00 p.m., Room 206

Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with Alzheimer’s or
dementia. This group meets the second Tuesday of each month.
Facilitators: Kathy Garner (SMPC Faith Ambassador through the Alzheimer’s Association)
and Rev. Whitney Bayer.
Contact Rev. Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org, to sign up.

C.A.R.E. (Conversation Around Race Equity)

Sunday, March 13, 4:00 p.m. and Monday, March 14, 12:00 p.m., Zoom

Led by Rev. Whitney Bayer
Contact Rev. Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org, for the Zoom ID#.

YOUTH MINISTRY

