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WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Pastorale

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

Raymond H. Haan
Lindsey Odom

INTROIT
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
All:

*HYMN

Brooke Hicks

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
and also with you.
We gather to give thanks to God, in gratitude for your many blessings to us.
for God has given us abundance and hope.
This day, we gather to celebrate God's love and to offer our lives in service to you.
Come, let us open our hearts to the Lord!
May our hearts be filled with God’s blessings, divine provisions that meet our
deepest needs.
God of the Fertile Fields

No. 714

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Lindsey Odom

Generous God, giver of every good and perfect gift, we are grateful for the ways that you
faithfully provide for our needs. However, often times we desire more, and seek to
consume more while others live with their basic needs unmet. When our possessions and
wealth cloud our understanding of you, O God, and we ignore your call to reach out to
others in a spirit of love, care, and concern, forgive us, O God. Restore us to the
contentment that is only found in you and your ways. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Lindsey Odom

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
Kathy Graham
1. Scan the QR code to go to my virtual office with some more ideas on
extending worship!
2. The Jesus MAFA project has a collection of paintings created by artists from
Northern Cameroon. Look at this one of the story in our reading from Luke.
What are all the goods that the farmer is gathering? How many people are
working for him? What does the story tell us about this man and what Jesus
thinks about the choices he is making?
3. Listen to a readaloud of The Biggest House in the World by Leo Lionni. How is the snail like the
rich farmer? Is bigger and more always better?
4. Have you watched The Story of Stuff? It’s several years old, but the concepts are still important.
When we get more and more stuff, there are impacts to the world. How should disciples
respond?
5. Journal, considering the following:
• What is the person in the crowd asking Jesus to do?
• What does Jesus say to the request — in your own words?
• Why do you think Jesus answers a question with a story?
• What does Jesus warn the person to be "on guard against”?
• I wonder what the man in the parable might have done to be "rich toward God"?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s Worship.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

Dr. Matthew S. Brown
Ecclesiastes 1: 2; 2: 8-11, 18-19

I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and of the provinces; I got singers,
both men and women, and delights of the flesh, and many concubines. So I became great and
surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem; also my wisdom remained with me. Whatever my
eyes desired I did not keep from them; I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found
pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. Then I considered all that my hands
had done and the toil I had spent in doing it, and again, all was vanity and a chasing after wind, and
there was nothing to be gained under the sun.
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who
come after me—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of
all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

Luke 12: 13-21

Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with
me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" And he said to
them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions." Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. And he thought to himself, "What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?'
Then he said, "I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store
all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him, "You fool! This very night your life is being

demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Owned

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
(unison)
Lindsey Odom
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lindsey Odom

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

How Great Thou Art
Collin Sinclair, tenor

arr. Lloyd Larson

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Brooke Hicks

O God, we stand before you as a people of faith, investing our lives, to be of service to you
and your people. Bless these gifts and those who gave them, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

No. 716

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Ceremonial March

Raymond H. Haan

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Kathy Graham, Children’s Vision and Planning Committee
Brooke Hicks, liturgist
Collin Sinclair, soloist
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon and Elder of the Day: Terry Gaines, Sydney Wilcox
Ushers: George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Richard Franseen, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Nancy Parrish
Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Allison, Chad, and Zac Reeves
Today we light candles celebrating the births of Tucker Scott Morgan and Charlie Grace
Morgan on July 21. Congratulations to parents Taylor and Stephanie Morgan, big sister Emerson,
and grandparents Tim and Janet Morgan!
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are an
integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents during worship. Here are
some helpful things to know:
• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles!
• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage in worship. Please return
the totes after the service.
• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff who are happy to keep
your infant – three-year-old safe.
• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. The children gather after
the Church Family Moment and return after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the
story interactively and engage with their peers.
• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers who wish to have privacy
while nursing.
• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is more space to move around
if your little one becomes restless.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, August 28 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of July 28, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Belle Thomas and family, as her mother and church member Susan Craig entered the Church
Triumphant on July 19.
• Dave and Roxanna McClelland and family, as Dave’s mother and church member Cynthia
McClelland entered the Church Triumphant on July 20.
• Larry and Leslie Morell and family, as Larry’s father Wayne Morell entered the Church
Triumphant on July 25.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

Church Office Hours:
Mon. – Thurs., 9:00 – 5:00; Friday, closed
Church office: 704-544-0404
Preschool office: 704-544-9831
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
matt@smpchome.org
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
whitney@smpchome.org
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
zach@smpchome.org
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation rebecca@smpchome.org
Nancy Metzler, Dir. of Hospitality & Connection
nancy@smpchome.org
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
lindsey@smpchome.org
Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications
cheryl@smpchome.org
Steve Stevenson, Property Administrator
steve@smpchome.org
Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool carol.watkins@smpchome.org
Mary Katheryne Zagora, Business Administrator mkzagora@smpchome.org
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