A Service of Worship
Christ the King Sunday
November 20, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Festival Prelude on “Thaxted”
Kyle Gavagan, trumpet

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

*HYMN

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
All:

David Howard Pettit

Donald Fishel
Nate Gravender

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel
for God has looked favorably on God’s people and redeemed them.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel
for God has called us God’s own beloved and called us each by name.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel
for God has blessed God’s creation and called us to worship.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.
Crown Him with Many Crowns

No. 268

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Melissa White

Holy God, we confess that we have neglected to declare Jesus the king and model for our
lives. We have been quick to call on others to follow the ways of Christ yet slow to do the
same. We have been bold in demanding generosity, mercy, and forgiveness yet quiet when
it comes to offering inclusion, love, and compassion. Forgive us, O God. Restore in us yet
again, the commitment to be more Christlike in word, in deed, and in spirit. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Melissa White

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Lindsey Odom

1.

Continuing our exploration of worship, today we will talk about the sermon. In the sermon, the
preacher of the day talks about what the scripture readings mean, and we can learn of God’s
love for us and how God wants us to live. Though spoken through a person, we are to hear the
sermon as God speaking to us. The sermon unfolds the bible in such a way that we see how God
is continuing to speak to us today in ways that are similar to those experienced by our ancestors
of the faith.
2. Today is a special day in worship that is called “Christ the King” Sunday. Today is the last Sunday
of the church calendar. This may seem strange to us as it is not the end of our calendar, but in
the church, next Sunday begins Advent, when we prepare our hearts and minds for the birth
and coming of Christ. Advent begins the new year in the church.
3. In the scripture today, we see that even as he was being crucified, Jesus was practicing
forgiveness. Jesus is ruler of all, but rules in a way that shows love, care, and compassion for all
people. Today we are going to celebrate Jesus’ rule and reign. Use this link to decorate a crown
that will help children remember that Jesus Christ is truly the king of all things and his reign is
one of love and justice for all.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. Have you ever had to forgive someone? If so, what does it feel like to forgive? Why do we
do it?
b. What kind of king is Jesus?
c. What makes Jesus different from other kings?
d. How can we model or display Jesus’ reign of love, justice, care, and compassion with our
actions?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Lindsey Odom

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
One: And the people say:
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the sermon.

ANTHEM

Soon and Very Soon
arr. Lloyd Larson
Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano; Kyle Gavagan, trumpet;
Jack Murray, saxophone; Karl Schelhammer, guitar; Xander Case, bass
Soon and very soon,
We are goin’ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
We’re goin’ to see the King!
No more cryin’ there,
We are goin’ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
We’re goin’ to see the King!

No more dyin’ there,
We are goin’ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
We’re goin’ to see the King!
Soon and very soon,
We are goin’ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah! We’re goin’ to see the King!
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Jeremiah 23: 1-6
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. Therefore
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I
will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and
they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them,
and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord The days
are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called:
"The Lord is our righteousness."
READING FROM THE GOSPELS

Luke 23: 33-43

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals,
one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching;
but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of
God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and
saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This
is the King of the Jews. One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying,
"Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not
fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly
I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“And the people stood by, watching"

Dr. Brown

The Apostles’ Creed
(unison)
Melissa White
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe

in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Melissa White

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Glorious Celebration
Chancel Ringers

Cynthia Dobrinski

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Melissa White

Holy God, you have looked upon your people with mercy, generosity, and love. You have
granted your favor to your people, offering them redemption, salvation, and wisdom. And
so we offer these gifts for your hurting and broken world. May they be multiplied to do
your service. May we be strengthened to do your work in the name of Jesus Christ who
multiplied small gifts and fed multitudes.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Lead On, O King Eternal!
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*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Nun danket alle Gott

Sigfrid Karg-Elert

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Melissa White, liturgist
Nate Gravender, liturgist
Chancel Choir
Chancel Ringers
Ann Carney, pianist; Kyle Gavagan, trumpeter; Jack Murray, saxophonist; Karl Schelhammer,
guitarist; Xander Case, bassist
Acolytes: Owen Bickett, Miles Ullman
A/V Team: Logan Graham, Nicholas White
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Sydney Wilcox
Ushers: Whitney Buford, Grayson Carpenter, Jackson Carpenter, Xander Case, Collin Cushman,
George Elledge, Will Glover, Davis Lee, Lilly McAnally, Olivia Smith, Joe Wilcox
Welcome Team: Ryan, Aimee, Nate and Katie Gravender
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshiping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of
Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of November 17, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

