A Service of Worship
4th Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Live Streamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Variations on “Nettleton”
I. Air

Albert L. Travis

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCHDr. Matthew S. Brown
MOMENT FOR MISSION
INTROIT

Actionnel Fleurisma
Variations on “Nettleton”
II. Scherzo

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
All:
*HYMN

Albert L. Travis

Rev. Whitney Bayer

How blessed we are that God forgives us and loves us!
For all those times when we have fallen short of what God would have us be, we
have been forgiven.
God makes us new in God’s Spirit!
Now is the time to joyfully accept the newness of life which God offers to us.
Come, let us worship and be thankful.
Let us open our hearts to the peace and joy of God.
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

No. 475

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Rev. Bayer

Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your ways. Like the Prodigal Son, we
have wasted our inheritance. You gave us the earth for our home, but we squander earth's
resources and hoard its bounty. You gave us neighbors to love, but we pursue selfish
ambitions. You gave us the commandments that lead to human flourishing, but we break
your law and forsake your love. Forgive us our sins and bring us to repentance. Draw our
wandering hearts back to you that we may find freedom in obedience to your love. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
*KYRIE

Rev. Bayer
Lord, Have Mercy

No. 551

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy; Christ,
have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1. Our story today is about a father and two of his sons. Check out this video of the story!
2. After you have read the story, think about what the conversation at breakfast the next morning
would have been like in that house. See if you can write a script or have someone else act it out
with you. What would the two brothers say to each other? What would the father say? How do
you think it went?
3. Did you know that one way we live out our faith at SMPC is by partnering with people in Haiti?
Lots of families in our church sponsor a child in Haiti to make sure that they have all their
school supplies, a good lunch daily, uniforms, etc. You can click here to learn more about
sponsorship: https://ewohaiti.org/org/SMPC.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. I wonder what it was like to be the younger son…
b. I wonder what it was like to be the father…
c. I wonder what it was like to be the older son…
d. Who do you identify with in the story?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s Worship.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Softly and Tenderly
Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano

arr. Joel Raney

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me;
see, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.
Come home, come home; you who are weary come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, O sinner, come home!
Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me?
O for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE GOSPELS
Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told
them this parable:
“There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered
his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place

throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came
to himself he said, ‘How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here
I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of
your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw
him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And
they began to celebrate. Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began
to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like
a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a
young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been
found.’”
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

After the Veal

INTERLUDE

Variations on “Nettleton”
III. Adagio

Dr. Brown
Albert L. Travis

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed
Rev. Bayer
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
(unison)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rev. Bayer

. . . (unison) “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
Use this time to prayerfully consider ways that you can reflect
God’s mercy and steadfast love this week.

OFFERTORY

A Memorial Prelude on
"Shall We Gather at the River"
Ann Carney, recorder

Charles Callahan

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Dr. Brown

Generous God, you are most clearly revealed in the selfless love of your Son, Jesus. Too
often, such generosity is met with a frugality of spirit. So fearful are we that our store of
compassion is in risk of default, and yet, Jesus showed us that: love can be steadfast; love
can endure; love never ends. Therefore, in humility, we offer ourselves to you, O Lord.
Equipped by your Spirit, open our eyes to all that we have to offer for the healing of your
world in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

When God Restored Our Common Life

No. 74

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

No. 544

(choir sings once; congregation repeats twice)

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.
POSTLUDE

Variations on “Nettleton”
Chorale
IV. Toccata

Albert L. Travis

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Actionnel Fleurisma, Founder, OFCB, Bayonnais, Haiti
Ann Carney, recorder soloist
Blythe Kinsey, accompanist
Chancel Choir
Acolyte: Jake Zagora
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Elder/Deacon of the Day: Wendy Sinclair
Ushers: Andy Burke, Dick Engle, Jenny Gates, Linda Nagle Hanson, Bob Williamson, David
Wooley
Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Kathy Rasimas

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of March 24, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Ron Wise, as he recovers from surgery.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Church Office Hours:
Mon. – Thurs., 9:00 – 5:00; Friday, closed
Church office: 704-544-0404
Preschool office: 704-544-9831
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

