A Service of Worship
14th Sunday after Pentecost
September 11, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Enigma Variations: X. Nimrod

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Have Mercy, God, upon My Life

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Edward Elgar
Dr. Matthew S. Brown
David Gambrell
Lily Claire Jacobus

One: Let us bow before our Creator,
Many: whose Spirit moves over desert and sea,
One: whose Word has the power to create, judge, and to save.
All: Come, let us worship God!
*HYMN

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

No. 620

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

God of mercy and grace, we are meant to praise you and give thanks to you always. We
confess that we do not live out of constant gratitude. We harbor resentment for what we
lack. We blame you; we blame others. We doubt your compassion, even your power. Forgive
us, we pray, for attitudes and behaviors that diminish in us joyful thanksgiving. Heal
and restore us so that we may return to you with a right spirit. (silence)
One:Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

Rebecca Guzman

Listen to this read aloud of Who Counts? By Amy Jill-Levine and Sandy
Eisenburg Sasso. Who is the good shepherd? Who are you in the story?
What do you think it would be like to be a shepherd?
Sing “Jesus Loves Me.” Make sure you include the second verse: Jesus
loves me when I'm good, When I do the things I should. Jesus loves me
when I'm bad, Even though it makes him sad.
Draw a picture of a time that you lost something very precious to you and
then found it. How did you feel?
Act out the story. Make sure that the shepherd who finds the lost sheep is delighted!
Journal, considering the following:
a. Who are the lost sheep in our world today?
b. How are we like lost sheep?
c. What does the word “repent” mean to you?
d. What does God do when we repent?

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Rebecca Guzman

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn No. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be
to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Bow Down Low

arr. David Bridges
Chancel Choir

Bow down low and bend your head.
For I’ve come to sweep this house,
For to sweep the Lord’s house clean.
Yes, I’ve come to wash and clean
From this floor the stains of sin.
For, lo I’ve come again,
And I’ve not come in vain.
Sweep high, sweep low,
Sweep clean as you go.
Bow down low and bend your head,
For to sweep the Lord’s house clean.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Psalm 28:6-9

Blessed be the Lord,
for he has heard the sound of my pleadings.
The Lord is my strength and my shield;
in him my heart trusts;
so I am helped, and my heart exults,
and with my song I give thanks to him.
The Lord is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
O save your people, and bless your heritage;
be their shepherd, and carry them for ever.
READING FROM THE GOSPELS

Luke 15: 1-10

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’
So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them,
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds
it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my
sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.
The Parable of the Lost Coin
‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the
house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you,
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’
One: This is the word of the Lord
All:

Thanks be to God.

SERMON

I’m happy for you. Really!

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

The Confession of 1967 - 9.15
Dr. Bayer
God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought
ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals
divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly
of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and women. The power of God’s love in
Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who
made all things to serve the purpose of God’s love.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Dr. Bayer
. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our

debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY
Amazing Grace
Anne Harrison, Zach Bowyer, David Kinsey, Geoffrey Lee, quartet

arr. Tom Gentry

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Lily Claire Jacobus

O Love that will not let us go; O Love that finds joy even in us; O Love that seeks us out;
when we are at our best, we are bound to you in gratitude and committed to ways that offer
this same tenderness to others. May our efforts reflect such care as you have freely given,
so that all may know the depth of Christ's love. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

O God of Every Nation

No. 756

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Dr. Brown

POSTLUDE

Introduction and March on “Lauda Anima”

B. Portman

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Lily Claire Jacobus, liturgist
Chancel Choir
Anne Harrison, Zach Bowyer, David Kinsey, Geoffrey Lee, quartet
A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox, Sydney Wilcox
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Leisa Lackey, Emily Williams
Ushers: Don Ayers, Mitchell Davis, Richard Franseen, Jenny Gates, Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson
Welcome Team: Allison Reeves, Chad Reeves, Zac Reeves
A Congregational Meeting will be held at the close of the 10:10 a.m. worship service on Sunday,
September 18 for the purpose of electing elders and deacons.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are an
integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents during worship. Here are
some helpful things to know:
• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles!
• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage in worship. Please return
the totes after the service.
• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff who are happy to keep
your infant - three year old safe.
• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. The children gather after
the Church Family Moment and return after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the
story interactively and engage with their peers.
• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers who wish to have privacy
while nursing.
• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is more space to move around
if your little one becomes restless.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, September 25 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy
Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of August 31, 2022)

Remember in Prayer
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

