A Service of Worship
All Saints’ Sunday
November 6, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Elegy

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

The Great Cloud
Youth Choir

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
All:
*HYMN

Nicholas Bowden
Dr. Matthew S. Brown
Joseph Martin
Dr. Whitney Bayer

Sing to the Lord a new song!
Rejoice and give thanks,
for the Lord takes pleasure in the people.
Hallelujah!
For All the Saints

No. 326

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. We
confess that we are indifferent to your will. You call us to proclaim your name, but we are
silent. You call us to do what is just, but we remain idle. You call us to live faithfully, but
we are afraid. In your mercy, forgive us. Give us courage to follow in your way, that joined
with those from ages past, who have served you with faith, hope, and love, we may inherit
the kingdom you promised in Jesus Christ. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
1.

Rebecca Guzman

As we continue our exploration of worship, today we will talk about the Prayer for Illumination.
To illuminate something means to light it up—to make it visible. The word “seeing,” though,
has two different meanings. There’s seeing with our eyes, but then there is also understanding.
Because the Bible can be hard to understand, and because it can have many different meanings,

we ask the Holy Spirit to help us understand what God wants us to know from this scripture on
this day.
2. Today is the day we celebrate All Saints’ Day at SMPC. Who is your faith hero? Make a banner
or poster about why this person is your faith hero.
3. In our scripture from 2 Thessalonians, rumors have been flying in the Thessalonian community,
stirring people up, saying the Day of the Lord has come; Paul assures them the Day of the Lord
is not yet here. In What James Said, rumors also cause problems. Listen to the story and then
wonder, “When has a rumor made you unsure of something that is really true?”
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. What does it mean to really see something or someone?
b. What makes someone a faith hero?
c. Describe a time when a rumor hurt a relationship. What happened?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Rebecca Guzman

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, God of weak and God of strong,
God to whom all things belong, Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children:
God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal
Chancel Choir

arr. Alice Parker

Hark, I hear the harps eternal ringing on the farther shore,
As I near those swollen waters with their deep and solemn roar.
And my soul, tho’ stain’d with sorrow, fading as the light of day,
Passes swiftly o’er those waters, to the city far away.
Souls have cross’d before me, saintly, to that land of perfect rest;
And I hear them singing faintly in the mansions of the blest.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, praise the Lamb!
Hallelujah, hallelujah, glory to the great I AM!
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

Dr. Brown
Job 19: 23-27

“O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! O that with an iron
pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and
that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in
my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me!”
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you,
brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by
letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive
you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is
revealed, the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god
or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do
you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you?

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because
God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief
in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you
may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold
fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. Now may
our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal
comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

The Filter

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

The Nicene Creed
Dr. Bayer
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
OFFERTORY

Called Home to Heaven
Youth Ringers

Fred Gramann

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Dr. Brown
Dr. Bayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise . . .

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE BREAD AND THE CUP
You are invited to come to the tables (see diagram), take the elements, and return to your seats. If
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Dr. Brown

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Give Thanks, O Christian People

No. 644

Dr. Brown

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Fantasy on “Sine Nomine”

Michael Bedford

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Chancel Choir, Youth Choir, Youth Ringers
Acolytes: Catherine Bumgardner, Clara Guzman
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Michael Zagora
Ushers: Bob Cushman, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson, David Wooley
Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Kathy Galati
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshiping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, November 20 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy
Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of November 3, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Judy and C.W. Casey and family as their daughter, Amy Littrell Donley, entered the Church
triumphant on November 3.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

