A Service of Worship
First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Meditation on “Veni Emmanuel”

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

D. H. Pettit
Dr. Whitney Bayer

Light a Candle Bright and Tall
Light a candle bright and tall
For the Hope within our world.
Hope that heard the ages’ call
As the stars and planets whirled.
Shine within our hearts today
Come, O Hope, to us, we pray.

CALL TO WORSHIP

David Wood

Dr. Bayer

Lighting of the Advent Candle – HOPE
Ryan Gravender, Brooks Kemp, Maggie Gravender, Katie Gravender
Reader: Today we light the candle of hope to remind ourselves that God is at work in this world.
All:
From generation to generation, God has brought good news of love and
compassion, justice and community. Let us rest and abide in that good news.
Amen.
*HYMN

O Splendor of God's Glory Bright

No. 666

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Dr. Bayer

God of today and God of tomorrow, you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Our lives are too messy.”
You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.”
You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.”
God of today and God of tomorrow, we know in our hearts that there’s room for us here.
Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you. Forgive us for giving only our
Sunday best.
Help us remember, today and tomorrow,
There’s room for every story. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains. Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

In continuing our exploration of the worship service, today we will talk about the Affirmation
of Faith. The affirmation of faith is when we declare what it is we believe. We have faith as a
result of God’s Word, which we have heard in the scriptures and the sermon, and so we respond
by saying our truth out loud. In many congregations, the same affirmation of faith is used each
week, typically the Nicene Creed or the Apostle’s Creed. In our congregation, we use different
parts of our confessions. What do you notice about the affirmation of faith today?
2. It’s the first Sunday of Advent! Color in this page about hope, and thank God for the various
things in your life that give you hope. What is hope? Look it up in the dictionary!
3. Our Scripture today gives us Jesus’ family tree. Talk to someone older or younger than you in
your family about your family tree. Why do you think Matthew told us about the people in
Jesus’ family tree? What names do you recognize? Listen to this song about “Matthew’s Begats.”
What did you notice?
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Rebecca Guzman
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.
ANTHEM

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
arr. C. R. Young
Chancel Choir; Gayle Ireland, handbells; Joanna Alford, finger cymbals
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our Lord to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood,
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Matthew S. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 2: 1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, "Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
READING FROM THE GOSPELS
Matthew 1: 1-17
An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and
his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron,
and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz

the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David. And
David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the father of
Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the
father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah
the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah
the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.
And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father
of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim
the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the
father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who
is called the Messiah.
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah,
fourteen generations.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Family Stories

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

A Declaration of Faith, 1.4-5
Dr. Bayer
God moves in history with his people. Jesus Christ stands at the center of the biblical
record. The Bible is the account of God's word and action in history, together with his
people's response in faith. It tells how the Lord has moved with Israel and the church
towards the kingdom of God, his just and loving rule over all. It is the story of the one God,
who is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
(unison)

That story is still unfolding and in faith we make it our own. It forms our memory and our
hope. It tells us who we are and what we are to do. To retell it is to declare what we believe.
God is at work beyond our story. We know that God is not confined to the story we can tell.
The story itself tells us God works his sovereign will among all peoples of the earth. We
believe God works beyond our imagining throughout the universe.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

An Advent Medley
Ann Carney, recorder

Robert J. Powell

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, that hath made heaven
and earth of nought, and with His blood our life hath bought.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Dr. Brown

God of every generation, thankful for the people and their stories from which our identity
has taken shape, we offer ourselves to you, praying that wherever possible, we may reflect
your goodness to a new generation, and bear witness to your faithfulness. We pray this in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

No. 377

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.
POSTLUDE

Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts

arr. A. C. Whitworth

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Maggie Gravender, Ryan Gravender, Katie Gravender, and Brooks Kemp, liturgists
Chancel Choir
Joanna Alford, percussion; Ann Carney, recorder; Gayle Ireland, handbells
A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Kathy Graham
Ushers: Don Ayers, Andy Burke, Mitchell Davis, Jenny Gates, Charlie Metzler, Linda Nagle Hanson
Welcome Team: Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia Hurlburt, Allison Reeves, Chad Reeves, Zac Reeves
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshiping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, December 18 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of November 22, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• All those affected by the earthquake in Sumatra.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

