A Service of Worship
16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 25, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Partita on “Gather Us In”
I. Peal, II. Chant, III. Dance

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Partita on “Gather Us In”
V. Scherzo

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
All:
*HYMN

Charles Lenz

Dr. Whitney Bayer
Charles Lenz

Evan Mangels

Today is a day to sing praise to God! For no matter how far we wander from you, O God,
your steadfast love finds us.
Your love extends to the heavens and your faithfulness to the skies.
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
And no matter how unjust the world seems to us, we are reminded: your righteousness is
like the highest mountains, and your justice is like the great deep.
It is your steadfast presence that gives us hope, O God
For you are our refuge, O God. In you, we place our trust always. Thanks be to God!
Here in This Place

No. 401

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Rebecca Guzman

There is a certain heaviness in our spirits today, O Lord. We fear that the journey on which
we have embarked will demand too much of us. There are so many other things in our
lives which claim spirits, our energy, our hopes and fears. It is easy to be like Jerusalem,
turning our backs on those whom you send. Forgive us for the many times we have strayed
from your pathway of life; when we have chosen not to hear the cries of those in need; when
we have belittled the gifts and skills you have given us in order to avoid serving others.
Heal us, O Lord. Place us back on your path to Jerusalem, to live, for we ask this in Jesus’
name. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

Rebecca Guzman
Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT

Rebecca Guzman

1.

Continuing our exploration of worship, today we will talk about the Entrance of
Light. In our congregation, we have acolytes who light candles at the beginning
of worship. When I have chapel services with the preschool here at SMPC, we
always remember that we light our candles to remind us that Jesus is the light
of the world. This is the same reason we light our candles in this worship
service! The lit candles remind us that the light of the world has come into our
midst as we gather together.
2. In the Scripture passage today, Jesus is frustrated with the people. He says that often he has
wished he could gather them up, the way that a mother hen gathers up her chicks under her
wing. If you are worshiping from home, or maybe later today, get a blanket and take turns being
a mother hen who gathers up her chicks under her wings (the blanket). How does it feel to be
gathered up?
3. In the book I am Human by Susan Verde, we are reminded that we are capable of making
mistakes and hurting one another. We are also capable of asking each other for forgiveness and
healing the hurt we have caused. This is what Jesus is urging us to do in the Scripture passage.
Listen to the book and then consider how you can use empathy this week.
4. Journal, considering the following:
a. What else do you know about Herod and the Pharisees? What other stories have you heard?
b. Why would Jesus say that prophets are usually killed in Jerusalem?
c. Who would have been surprised or upset that Jesus compared himself to a mother hen?
d. How can you take what you’ve learned from this passage into your life?
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Lillian Jean Charlotte Peluso
daughter of Ashley and Frank Peluso, sister of Elizabeth
Representing the Session: Wendy Sinclair
BAPTISMAL RESPONSE
Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign,
with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine.
Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came.
Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name.
ANTHEM

Fairest Lord Jesus
Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano

arr. Craig Courtney

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nations, O thou of God and man the Son,
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer who makes the woeful heart to sing.
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry host;

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels heaven can boast.
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine! Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Bayer

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 36: 5-9
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. Your
righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgments are like the great deep; you save
humans and animals alike, O Lord. How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take
refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them
drink from the river of your delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
Luke 13: 31-35
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to
kill you." He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow,
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of
Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to
it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me
until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.' "
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

Refuge
Partita on “Gather Us In”
IV. Meditation

Dr. Bayer
Charles Lenz

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

from: A Brief Statement of Faith
Rebecca Guzman
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world
good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and
people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet
entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy
to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant
people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of
Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the
covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to
welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.
(unison)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rebecca Guzman

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Invencíon 13
Riley Cornell, oboe; Javier Perez, English horn

J. S. Bach

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Caroline Angerer

Loving God, for the wondrous gift of life and your loving presence among us, we are
abundantly thankful. Your generous outpouring of grace, justice, love and mercy reminds
us of the fruitful life that we are called to bear. We give these offerings, with the hope and
confidence that all we do and all that we offer will take root in this world and be the source
of new expressions of your kingdom to come. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me

No. 703

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Bayer

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Partita on “Gather Us In”
VI. Finale

Charles Lenz

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Evan Mangels, liturgist
Caroline Angerer, liturgist
Chancel Choir
Blythe Kinsey, pianist
Riley Cornell and Javier Perez, guest musicians
Acolytes: Adeline Bayer, Oliver Bayer
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Wendy Sinclair
Ushers: Andy Burke, George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Judy Jones, Evan Mangels, Jonathan Mangels
Welcome Team: Karen Williams
In lieu of flowers in worship today, a donation has been made to our Sanctuary Fund to the glory
of God and in memory of Charles & Beverly Chadd by their son, Alan Chadd.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our emails, sent
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and information about upcoming
worship services and church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of September 22, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Danielle and Dan Webb and family, as Danielle’s father, Wendell Berry, entered the Church
triumphant on September 16.
• Lisa Kuszmar, as she recovers from surgery.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

