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WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Fanfare on “They'll Know We Are Christians”

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Let All Things Now Living

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
All:
*HYMN

Lani Smith
Lindsey Odom
Gerald H. Knight
Sydney Wilcox

Jesus has given us a new commandment.
We are commanded to love one another.
Just as Christ has loved us,
so, we ought to show love to one another,
By this, everyone will know we are Christ’s disciples:
By our love for one another.
Come, may we join together in worship,
and worship God by loving all, even those outside of our own community of
faith. Amen!
For the Beauty of the Earth

No. 14

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Lindsey Odom

Lord God, you have set the example through your life and ministry of what it means to love
and serve others, yet we fall short of following in your ways. You command us to love one
another amidst our differences, yet we often respond in fear and judgment towards others.
Forgive our sins, we pray. Lead us this week to opportunities that allow us to love others as
you have loved us. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Lindsey Odom

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
Rebecca Guzman
1. Watch, listen, and sing along to this version of “They Will Know We Are Christians by Our
Love”. What do you notice about the way Christians show love in this video? How can we learn
from this?

2. Find some extra fabric—felt works really well if you have it! Cut a heart out of the fabric and
place it in the bottom of your shoe or in your pocket to remind you to carry Jesus’ love with you
wherever you go.
3. Think about the different kinds of ways we love. For example, we love our family in a different
way than we love our toys. We love our sports team or class in a different way than we love
going to the playground. We love Jesus in a different way than all of those! Think of a symbol
for one of the kinds of love and draw it. Maybe for family love, we would draw a circle of hands.
4. Journal questions:
a. I wonder what you think Jesus’ main message in this passage is.
b. What are some of the different kinds of love?
c. How do we show love? How about to people we don’t like very much?
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s Worship.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

ANTHEM

O God, Beyond All Praising
Chancel Choir

arr. Richard Proulx

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at every gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.
The flower of earthly splendor in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender to you the Lord most high;
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown:
for Christ the Man from heaven from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory!
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our king;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Whitney Bayer

READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
Revelation 21: 1-6
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one
who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for
these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the
water of life.”
John 13: 31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Loving One Another

Dr. Bayer

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lindsey Odom
. . . (unison) “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen.
INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Jesus Loves Me

arr. Jason Payne

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Dr. Bayer

Faithful God, we bring our gifts and offerings with trusting hearts, seeking your blessing
on all those in need. Work through our gifts and our lives to touch the world with your
healing love and grace through Christ, Amen.

SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION
PRESENTATION OF CONFIRMANDS
SCRIPTURE READING
PROFESSION OF FAITH

Lindsey Odom
1 Peter 2: 9

Lindsey Odom
Dr. Bayer

Recognizing that all are sinners, dependent on the mercy of God, do you profess your faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord of all and Savior of sinners, and do you confess your dependence upon Christ for
your salvation?
Do you now resolve and promise, depending on the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will seek to
live as a follower of Christ?
Do you declare your intention to participate actively and responsibly in the worship and mission of
the church?
QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

Courtney Parrish
The Apostles’ Creed
Sydney Wilcox

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF CONFIRMATION AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
WELCOME TO DISCIPLESHIP

Lindsey Odom
Geoffrey Lee

One:

By publicly professing their faith, the students of the Confirmation Class of 2022 have
expressed their intention to continue in the covenant God made with them in their baptism.
Let us welcome them as they join with us in the worship and mission of the church.

All:

With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the ministry of Christ,
for we are all one in him.

*HYMN

We Are One in the Spirit

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

No. 300

Dr. Bayer
Toccata Brevis

Daniel Gawthrop

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry
Sydney Wilcox, liturgist
Courtney Parrish, liturgist
Chancel Choir
A/V Team: Brad Alford and Joanna Alford
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Amy Zagora, David Wooley
Ushers: Andrew Brown, Andy Burke, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dick Engle, Linda Nagle
Hanson
Welcome Team: Kathy Galati; Ron, Amanda, Ben and Caroline Stephany
The flowers in worship this week are given to the glory of God and in celebration of Dr. Whitney
Bayer’s birthday last week by the SMPC Deacons.
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our weekly email,
sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship services and
church activities. Also, find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian) and
Instagram (@southmeckpres).
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members on Sunday, May 22 at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@ smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of May 12, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• Mac and Susan McQueen and family, as Mac’s sister, Tricia McQueen, entered the Church
triumphant on May 6.
• Bill Ramsey, as he recovers from surgery.
• Our Confirmation Class of 2022.
• Matt and Donna Brown, as they enjoy rest and respite while on Matt’s sabbatical.
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.

