A Service of Worship
Sunday after Pentecost
July 24, 2022, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed
7th

WE GATHER
PRELUDE

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
INTROIT

The Lone, Wild Bird
Ann Carney, recorder

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
All:

*HYMN

arr. Douglas Wagner
Dr. Matthew S. Brown
arr. Robert J. Powell

Dr. Whitney Bayer

Come! Join the fellowship of God’s people—people who gather as faithful disciples of
Christ.
We seek the One who frees us from uncertainty and doubt.
Come! Join the welcome of God’s people—people who meet together for justice and peace.
We seek the One who is trustworthy, the One who gives us what is good.
Come! Join the celebration of God’s people—people of the One who was, and is, and shall
ever be.
We raise our voices in praise and honor to God, and worship the One who is
faithful.
When Morning Gilds the Skies

No. 667

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dr. Bayer

Ever-faithful God, how often we turn away from you, yet you remain constant to us. We run
from you, but you call us back. In our words and our deeds we dishonor you, yet you still
profess your love for us. We cut ourselves off from you and from others, but you will not
let us go. Forgive our faithless and fickle ways and increase our gratitude, that we might
grow in faithfulness to you, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. (silence)
One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Dr. Bayer

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT
Rebecca Guzman
1. Scan the QR code to go to my virtual office with some more ideas on extending
worship!
2. In the passage from Colossians, writes, Noell Rathbun-Cook, “I’m struck
with a certain amount of anxiety on behalf of the Colossian community.
Were they asking themselves, “do we still belong if we don’t celebrate
particular festivals….?” How hard it is to be rooted in a sense of belonging when
you fear you aren’t doing something the right way. Noni has anxiety she’ll do something wrong
as she begins the school year. She’s so nervous she forgets to remember a thing about her first
day of school. This seems to be the thing Paul was encouraging the Colossians against, to watch
that their nervousness and anxiety wouldn’t cloud their memory and cause them to forget who
they are.” Listen to Noni is Nervous and then share together what helps you to feel rooted in
Christ. Who reminds you who you are?
3. It is so fitting that we have a baptism today! When we see others’ baptisms’, we are reminded
of our own baptisms. You are a child of God. You are made of stardust. There is nothing you
can do to make God love you any less or any more. God knows the number of hairs on your
head and hangs your pictures on the refrigerator. You can be confident in knowing that you are
the apple of God’s eye!
4. Journal, considering the following:
• What does it mean to make Jesus the center of your life?
• Who helps you remember that you are a child of God?
• If you have been baptized, talk about the story of your baptism with someone else.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Zachary David Reeves
son of Chad and Allison Reeves
Representing the Session: Brent McAnally
BAPTISMAL RESPONSE
Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign,
with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine.
Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came.
Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name.
Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s Worship.
The children will return to join their families following the Sermon.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Brown

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 85: 8-13
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to
those who turn to him in their hearts. Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that
his glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace
will kiss each other. Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down
from the sky. The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness
will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT

Colossians 2: 6-19

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him
the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of
every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting
off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism,
you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.
And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive
together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us
with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and
authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. Therefore do not let
anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths.
These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone
disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up
without cause by a human way of thinking, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from
God.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Rooted, Yet Walking

Dr. Brown

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

from: A Brief Statement of Faith
Dr. Bayer
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom,
and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
(unison)

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr. Bayer

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Ann Carney, recorder

arr. Duane Funderburk

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of SMPC by giving online at
www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him

above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Dr. Brown

Holy and Wholly, you are our Lord, our source of life, and light, and meaning. Therefore,
may each moment be charged with gratitude as we seek to live in you and for you, for the
sake of Christ. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*HYMN

We Know That Christ Is Raised

No. 485

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Dr. Brown

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
POSTLUDE

Engelberg

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor

arr. Craig Phillips

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Ann Carney, recordist
Acolyte: Adeline Bayer, Oliver Bayer
A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox, Sydney Wilcox
Deacon and Elder of the Day: Kathy Graham, Brent McAnally
Ushers: Andy Burke, Bob Cushman, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Charlie Metzler, Craig Parrish
Welcome Team: Lindalee Macauley
Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining us in person or online, are
a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that you are
worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t receive our weekly email,
sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection,
nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship services and
church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram:
@southmeckpres.
A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are an
integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents during worship. Here are
some helpful things to know:
• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles!
• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage in worship. Please return
the totes after the service.
• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff who are happy to keep
your infant – three-year-old safe.
• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. The children gather after
the Church Family Moment and return after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the
story interactively and engage with their peers.
• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers who wish to have privacy
while nursing.
• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is more space to move around
if your little one becomes restless.
Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session will gather to
welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of
Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of July 21, 2022)
Remember in Prayer
• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: prayer@SMPChome.org.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003. All
rights reserved.

